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Ontonagon Republicans meet
By Vikki James 

The January meeting of the 
Ontonagon County Republican 
party met on January 6 at 6:00 pm at 
the Rockland Community Building. 
The meeting was called to order by 
Chairperson Wilma Casey followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance. The 
invocation for the evening was 
given by Sharon Haarala. The atten-
dance sheet showed 8 members 
present. There were no guests.  

The evening’s agenda was 
approved as presented. The minutes 
from the December meeting were 
approved on a motion from Sharon 
Haarala and support from Dr. Kirk 
Schott, with all present voting in the 
affirmative.  

Treasurer Debbie Miles present-
ed the financial report for the past 
month. There were no expenditures 

for the month. 
There was no old business. 
In New Business, there was 

some discussion on the people who 
plan to run for office this year. It 
was agreed the party needs more 
information on these people before 
any commitments to support can be 
made. 

There was also a mention of the 
county convention to be held later in 
the year. There was no decision 
made on this issue, and will be 
looked at again at the next meeting.  

There was also mention of a 
meeting in Gladstone on May 2. 
Wilma will get information and 
bring it to the next meeting.   

The next meeting is scheduled to 
be held on February 3 at 6:00 pm in 
Rockland at the Community Build-
ing.

Michigan Lottery Contributions over $1 billion 
to schools for 7th consecutive year

Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
announced that the Michigan Lot-
tery contributed more than $1 bil-
lion to the School Aid Fund for the 
seventh consecutive year in FY25. 
The contribution of $1.16 billion 
brings the Lottery’s total contribu-
tion to Michigan’s public schools to 

more than $30 billion since it began 
in 1972. 

“Here in Michigan, we’re con-
necting our kids with the tools they 
need to learn, grow, and thrive 
whether they’re in pre-K or their 
senior year,” said Governor Whit-
mer. “That includes record per-pupil 

funding of more than $10,000 for 
every child in every school, free 
breakfast and lunch for all to save 
parents almost $1,000 a year per 
kid, and record investments to help 
kids read. This year’s lottery contri-
butions will help build on that 
progress and make a difference for 
students, educators, and schools 
across Michigan. Let’s keep work-
ing together to make a difference for 
our kids.” 

“The Lottery team is extremely 
dedicated to our mission of provid-
ing funds to support public educa-
tion in Michigan. We are especially 
proud of our record-breaking sev-
enth consecutive yearly contribution 
of more than $1 billion to the School 
Aid Fund,” said Acting Lottery 
Commissioner Joe Froehlich. “I am 
also very proud of the support we 
provide to local businesses across 

Words of Wisdom

Everlasting  
impact  

with compassion 
and kindness  
is called love.

E-TC Panthers reveal bannerRiver Street clean up

(Below) 
Members of the 2024 - 2025 
Ewen - Trout Creek Girls 
Basketball Team pictured l to 
r: Irelynd McGeshick, Niibin 
McGeshick, Payton Hardes, 
Hannah Ferguson, Ali DeCre-
mer, Leona Schutz, Bree 
Besonen, Emma Besonen and 
Coach Jacky Besonen

By Jean Nordine 
There is a new banner hang-

ing on the walls of the E-TC 
gymnasium. At a recent basket-
ball game the State Runner-Up 
banner was revealed by mem-
bers of the 2024-2025 Ewen-
Trout Creek girls state runner-
up team. 

The first attempt of the 
reveal failed when the cord 
became disconnected, however 
the girls assistant coach, Brad 
Besonen came to the rescue 
with a gaff hook to complete 
the unveiling. 

The banner reads: 
E-TC 
24-25 

GIRLS BASKETBALL 
STATE FINALIST 

CLASS D

Ontonagon Village employees clearing high snow banks from the main street.

GCC and NMU finalize new 
Articulation Agreements

Gogebic Community College 
(GCC) and Northern Michigan Uni-
versity (NMU) have finalized new 
articulation agreements in Environ-
mental Science/Natural Resources 
and Criminal Justice, expanding 
affordable and accessible bachelor’s 
degree pathways for students in the 
western Upper Peninsula. 

The Environmental Science/ 
Natural Resources agreement fol-
lows recent updates to GCC’s Natu-
ral Resources curriculum and allows 
students to complete their associate 
degree at GCC before transferring 
seamlessly into NMU’s Environ-
mental Science program. The part-
nership maximizes the strengths of 
both institutions while providing 
students with a clear academic 
roadmap. 

“This agreement utilizes the 
attributes of both institutions to give 
students the tools needed to build 
rewarding careers in Environmental 
Science, which is especially impor-
tant in the Upper Peninsula where 
natural resources are deeply con-
nected to our communities,” said 
Jared Evans, GCC Student Success 
Coordinator/Transfer Coordinator. 

This pathway was developed 
through collaboration between 
Evans and Tanya Savage, Assistant 
Director of Admissions – Transfer 
Pathways and Partnerships at NMU, 
along with additional input from 
Bill Perkis and Chuck Norgren of 
GCC’s Forestry Technology pro-
gram, Chenin Limback, GCC Biolo-

gy Faculty, and Sarah Mittlefehldt, 
NMU Earth, Environmental and 
Geographical Sciences Interim 
Department Head. 

“Northern Michigan University 
values the strong partnership built 
with Gogebic Community College,” 
said Savage. “Together, we’ve cre-
ated clear and reliable transfer path-
ways that help students move confi-
dently from an associate degree to a 
bachelor’s program.” 

A second articulation agreement 
in Criminal Justice provides GCC 
students with another pathway to 
earn a bachelor’s degree while 
addressing critical workforce needs 
in law enforcement and related 
fields. NMU’s Criminal Justice pro-
gram is also offered through its 
Global Campus, giving working and 
non-traditional students additional 
flexibility to complete their degree. 

Development of the Criminal 
Justice pathway was made possible 
through collaboration from Karen 
Ball, GCC Teacher Education Fac-
ulty/Registrar; Tara Tregembo, 
Social Science Department Chair; 
Evans; Savage; and Bob Hanson, 
NMU Criminal Justice Department 
Head. 

For more information about 
transfer pathways and articulation 
agreements, visit https://www.goge-
bic.edu/academics/transfer_out.htm
l or contact the GCC Admissions 
Office at (906) 307-1207 or email 
admissions@gogebic.edu.

Attention Subscribers 
 
If you go away for part of the year, please contact us 
at the Herald Office. Changing your address in our 
records should improve delivery time and accuracy.  
 

Ontonagon Herald 
326 River Street 

Ontonagon, MI 49953 
 

Phone: 906-884-2826 
Fax: 906-884-2939 

Email: herald@ontonagonherald.com

Michigan licenses first dental 
therapist  
Addressing workforce shortages

As part of an effort by the 
Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services (MDHHS) and 
Michigan Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs to increase 
access to dental care for all Michi-
gan residents, the state’s first dental 
therapist has been licensed and is 
practicing in the Upper Peninsula. 
Additionally, to increase the number 
of dental therapists in the state, 
MDHHS is assisting with the devel-
opment of a dental therapy training 
program. 

Dental therapists are licensed 
providers trained to deliver routine 
dental care including exams, clean-
ings and fillings under a dentist’s 
supervision. Because they focus on 
a limited set of procedures, training 
is faster and more affordable than 

traditional dental school – three to 
six years compared to eight years. 

“Strengthening the state’s dental 
workforce is an important focus for 
the department,” said Elizabeth Her-
tel, MDHHS director. “Licensing 
Michigan’s first dental therapist is 
an important step in expanding 
access to care in underserved areas 
where there are limited providers.” 

Dental therapists can practice in 
traditional private offices and non-
traditional settings such as schools, 
mobile clinics and community 
health centers. The profession has 
existed globally for more than 100 
years and is authorized in at least 14 
states. 

“I am proud to be the first dental 
therapist in Michigan because I 
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Editor, 
It’s clear that “the tail is wagging 

the dog” these days. In political 
terms, “wag the dog” means using a 
manufactured or exaggerated crisis, 
often a foreign conflict or military 
action. It’s designed to distract the 
public and media from a domestic 
scandal or unpopular policy, making 
a minor event seem more important 
to control the narrative. The phrase 
comes from the idea of a small tail 
(the distraction) controlling the 
main body (the public’s attention) 
and gained notoriety from the 1997 
film Wag the Dog. 

Do you remember when trump 
started selling his illegal attacks on 
Venezuelan boats was to stop 
“narco-terrorists”? That was the 
beginning of the larger story. No 
reasonably informed person bought 
the trump lie about narco-terrorists. 
We knew it was about the oil and 
spoke up about it AND against the 
liar-in-chief. 

Reports from 2024 confirm that 
the crooked donald trump asked oil 
and gas executives to raise $1 bil-
lion for his presidential campaign, 
promising to reward them with 
deregulation, faster permits, and 
other favorable policies in return for 
their financial support. His rich bud-
dies responded with significant 
donations. This transactional pitch 
occurred at a private meeting in 
April 2024 at Mar-a-Lago, with 
trump suggesting the industry would 
save more in taxes and regulations 
than their contribution would cost. 

Following the military invasion 
on January 3rd, which resulted in 
the capture of Nicolás Maduro, 
trump has made several statements 
regarding the future of Venezuelan 
oil: The snake oil salesman stated 
the U.S. will temporarily “run” 
Venezuela and that the U.S. will be 
“very strongly involved” in the oil 
industry to “get the oil flowing the 
way it should be”. He asserted that 
the U.S. is “taking back” this oil to 
reimburse Washington for past dam-
ages and the cost of the military 
operation. Captain Unamerican did 
not rule out American boots on the 
ground. 

Why go after the oil and why go 
after it now? When you pull back 
the curtain, you’ll see that this is 
about taking attention away from 
the Epstein scandal while throwing 
a trainload of dog bones to his rich 
corporate buddies. He and “little 
Mike Johnson” have fought against 
the Epstein scandal since day one 
because they know that it will take 
down the trump presidency. 
Venezuela is just the latest diversion 
– the tail wagging the dog. Expect 
more distractions as time goes on. 

Tony Smydra, 
Ontonagon, MI 

 
Editor, 

January Third, 2025…In one 
night, less than a year into his sec-
ond term, the no more foreign wars 
PTOUS started a war with two 
nations, Venezuela and Cuba, (31 
killed in the attack were Cuban 
nationals). 

Let’s take a little look at histo-
ry…Normally I like to go way back 
in time, because it really does not 
matter, history is history, remote or 
recent. History is not based on time, 
but human nature. Technology 
changes, but human motivation sel-
dom does. 

So, to our intervention into 
Venezuela. It could be said the gov-
ernment there was and is corrupt, 
and that could be true. Like that is 
uncommon. 

Then the Secretary of State, and 
the POTUS, came out and listed the 
next states to be intervened in. Iran, 
Mexico, Colombia. Also Green-
land? Well, that is a lot. 

A lot considering that our inter-
vention into Venezuela has amount-
ed to nothing other than the capture 
of the family of the president. 
Trump now states, “we run 
Venezuela”. About the same way we 
run North Korea, Vietnam, Libya, 
Panama, Iraq, and Afghanistan. 
About the same way we run any 
nation we have ever intervened in. 

The exceptions of course would 
be Germany and Japan. After the 
Second World War, we did run those 
two countries, with major diplomat-
ic concessions, on both sides. One 
of which was acceptance, on both 
sides of the legitimacy of NATO. 

So, we did invest decades of blood, 
sweat, and tears into a stable world 
order. 

In Trump’s remarks after the 
capture of Venezuela’s president he 
mentioned oil 25 times and freedom 
for Venezuela not once. 

Trump stated that he was going 
to make the Venezuelan people great 
again, by taking over their oil indus-
try. Not to go way deep into govern-
ment theory, socialism and all that, 
but Venezuelans currently pay 10 
cent a gallon for gasoline. How dare 
people benefit from their natural 
resources. 

Trump states Venezuela’s oil 
belongs to American oil companies. 
Trump’s logic here is because they 
nationalized their resources some 50 
years ago. FYI, every nation has 
nationalized whatever they wanted 
to. After all who actually owns the 
roads…Well it is the government. 

American oil companies thought 
well that is just the price of doing 
business. After all the oil is under 
Venezuelan ground. 

Meanwhile, Trump finds, once 
again, another reason to not make 
America great again. Instead, he is 
busy working on that Nobel peace 
prize. 

William Eric Stone, 
Ontonagon, MI 

 
Editor, 

Oil. 
It was never about drugs. 
Trump hasn’t mentioned drugs 

once since the invasion of Venezuela 
and the capture of Maduro. 

Two Latin American strongmen 
have been accused of corrupting 
their governments, and using presi-
dential power to import drugs into 
the U.S. 

Honduras President Juan Orlan-
do Hernandez said that he would 
“stuff the drugs up the gringos 
noses.” He was extradited and con-
victed in New York. 

However, Hernandez had con-
nections. He had had contributed 
money to right wing operative 
Roger Stone, so Trump pardoned 
him. 

But no pardon for Maduro. 
He has something that Trump 

wants. Oil. Since Maduro’s arrest 
Trump has been talking only about 
oil, not drugs. 

Now Trump is saber-rattling 
towards other countries, including 
allies. 

Greenland has rare earths that 
Trump wants, “We do need Green-
land absolutely.” 

Administration officials are dis-
cussing options for Greenland, 
including military invasion. 

Trump offered to send troops to 
Mexico “because the cartels are run-
ning Mexico.” 

When Trump mentioned Cuba, 
the Cuban Foreign Minister 
responded that Cubans are “pre-
pared to give their lives against U.S. 
intervention.” 

When asked about a military 
operation to Colombia, Trump said, 
“It sounds good to me.” He labeled 
their president a sick man and a drug 
dealer, a complete fabrication. 

Thousands of Colombians are 
protesting Trump’s threats and dis-
respect. 

In March Trump said that he was 
“reclaiming the Panama Canal.” 

Trump has insulted Canada by 
calling it the 51st state. 

Trump has pulled the U.S. out of 
the UN climate treaty. 

Trump is calling all of this the 
“Don-roe Doctrine.” 

And now, news that the Depart-
ment of War has seized two Russian 
vessels in international waters, a 
violation of International Maritime 
Law. 

Putin is incensed. This is truly 
frightening. 

Donald Trump is abusing his 
power, and inflicting fear, insults, 

pain, unpredictability, sheer chaos 
upon the entire world. 

He has done the same within the 
United States of America. 

He ignores courts orders, and 
uses the military and federal agents 
domestically within the U.S. 

He challenges checks and bal-
ances, and stonewalls Congressional 
oversight mandated by the U.S. 
Constitution. 

He targets individuals and insti-
tutions he sees as his enemies. 

Trump is also profiting from the 
Presidency. His net worth soared 
from $4.3 Billion in 2024 to $7.3 
Billion in 2025, due to foreign gov-
ernment payments, real estate visit-
ed by lobbyists and officials, cryp-
tocurrency, merchandising, and pay-
ments from political groups. 

None of this is okay. 
Anne Snudden,  
Bruce Crossing, MI 

 
Editor, 

Once again short and selective 
memories are distorting the facts 
and are creating a fraudulent reality. 
‘Life of Illusion’, by Joe Walsh, 
anyone? 

Those high speed ‘small’ boats 
have up to four outboard motors, 
producing up to one thousand horse-
power. One of my old boats could 
do about 55mph when the Big Lake 
was mirror flat. The drug boats 
could easily top 75mph. The way 
they burn fuel, it’s obvious that they 
aren’t fishing. The only purpose of 
these ‘small’ boats is to meet 
freighters in international waters, for 
shipping and receiving illegal drugs. 

Ever hear of Hugo Chavez? Did-
n’t he ‘nationalize’, actually confis-
cate the oil drilling and refineries in 
Venezuela? Where did the initial 
investment to develop the oil indus-
try come from? At the current time, 
their oil production is down to one 
million barrels/day. The failing 
infrastructure will have to be rebuilt, 
to bring production levels up to 
where they were under the control of 
those ‘greedy oil companies’. Also 
in Venezuela, how many Iranian ter-
rorists received Venezuelan pass-
ports? What about Iranian missiles 
and Chinese and Russian ‘influence’ 
in Venezuela? 

When it comes to Nigeria, it is 
also more than just oil. Christians 
are being slaughtered by Moslems, 
again and again. Can’t happen here? 
Just wait and see. Jimmy Carter, 
along with the UN’s Refugee ‘reset-
tlement’ Act, brought more 
Moslems into our Country. Why did 
they refuse to send us Christian 
refugees? Guess who these Chris-
tian refugees would vote for? 

How many Chinese PLA are in 
Canada and Greenland? Didn’t the 
Chinese CCP try to buy Greenland 
BEFORE Trump? Greenland, Den-
mark and NATO, could never stop a 
Chinese takeover of Greenland. 

On so-called ‘green energy’, 
look at what happened in Spain, 
with their blackout caused by too 
much dependence on solar and 
wind. With the contamination of the 
soil by leaking solar panels, and 
thousands of used wind turbine 
blades clogging up landfills, they’re 
not so green. Thanks to shipping 
most of our industry and manufac-
turing overseas, we don’t have the 
24/7/365 electricity that we need. 
Nuclear plants are already on 
extended operating licenses. Coal is 
still a good alternative. For more 
info on energy, look up Dave Walsh, 
Energy Consultant, former CEO of 
Mitsubishi Power Systems. 

Paul Olson, 
Ewen, MI 

Letters to the Editor 
This forum is designed to allow people the opportunity to express their opinions. All submissions are limited to 
400 words and must be dated, signed by the writer and contain an address and phone number for        verification. 
Send letters to herald@ontonagonherald.com. 

The opinions of the writers are not those of the editor.

Consumer Alerts 
Here are the current top Consumer Alerts you should be aware of

• After the Disaster Scams 
After disasters, scams increase. 

Watch out for imposters and fake 
repair contractors. Avoid pressure 
tactics. Verify credentials and get 
written estimates. Report price 
gouging or fraud to the Attorney 
General’s Consumer Protection 
Team. 

• Government Imposter Scams 
Scammers posing as government 

agencies may offer money or 
demand personal information or 
payment. Don’t click links, open 
attachments, or respond. Block and 
delete the message and report it. 
Legitimate government agencies 
don’t offer grants or demand pay-
ment by phone, text, email, gift 
cards, or apps. 

• Utility Imposter Scams 
Scammers may pose as utility 

companies. They may threaten utili-
ty shutoff and demand urgent pay-
ment through gift cards, wire trans-
fers, or payment apps. Utilities 
never require instant or unusual pay-
ments. If you are suspicious, hang 
up. Verify your account using the 
phone number on your utility bill or 
website. 

• Data Breaches 
Data breaches are increasing. 

They put consumers at greater risk 
for identity theft. If you receive a 
breach notice, act quickly to learn 
what information was exposed. 
Review your credit reports and 
place fraud alerts or security freezes 
on them. Use two-factor authentica-
tion and take advantage of free serv-
ices offered to reduce the risk of 
identity theft. 

• File a Complaint 
Consumers should know com-

plaints become part of the public 
record. These records may be shared 
with third parties. Do not send orig-
inal documents or sensitive informa-
tion unless necessary. The Con-
sumer Protection Team reviews 
complaints and acts as a go-
between. The Team cannot act as a 
private attorney. 

• Free Credit Reports: What 
Consumers Should Know 

A credit report is a record of 
your credit history used by lenders 
to make decisions about you. 
Review reports often to spot errors 
and identity theft. Consumers can 
access free weekly reports at Annu-
alCreditReport.com. Confirm that 
the information is accurate and up to 
date. 

• Business Sudden Closure - 
Protect Yourself 

Consumers should act quickly 
when a business closes before deliv-
ering goods or services. They should 
also research the company in 
advance and limit down payments. 
Protect personal records and file a 
complaint with the Attorney Gener-
al’s office. 

• Don’t Fall Victim to Gift Card 
Scams 

If someone asks for payment 
with a gift card, it’s a sign of a scam. 
Criminals will pose as law enforce-
ment, utilities, or even family mem-
bers. They may try to pressure vic-
tims into sharing untraceable gift 
card numbers. Report scams imme-
diately to limit losses. 

• Gifting Circles Good, Gifting 
Schemes Bad: How to Spot an Ille-
gal Pyramid Scheme 

So-called “gifting circles” 
involving recruiting people for cash 
or gifts are illegal pyramid schemes 
in Michigan. Recruiting drives 
them. They may have friendly 
names like “Secret Sister” or 
“Women Empowering Women.” 
They promise large payouts. But 
when they fall apart, most partici-
pants lose money or are at risk of 
identity theft. 

• Avoiding Unhappy Returns - 
Returning Merchandise Bought 

Online or In the Store 
Consumers can avoid return sur-

prises by reviewing store return 
policies before buying. Policies vary 
by retailer and may include time 
limits or store credit instead of 
refunds. Keep your receipts. Ask 
about holiday exceptions. Know 
your rights if defective items are 
refused. 

• Payment Apps and Scams 
The Attorney General warns 

consumers about peer-to-peer pay-
ment apps. Apps like Venmo and 
Zelle offer convenience but provide 
limited protections. Users can be 
victims of scams, payment errors, 
and fraud. Treat these apps like 
cash, verify recipients, and avoid 
unknown sellers. 

• Online Shopping - Be Smart, 
Stay Safe 

The Attorney General warns 
consumers about online schemes 
like countdown timers and pressure 
messages. These schemes are 
designed to cause impulse purchas-
es. Shoppers are urged to secure 
devices and shop only on trusted 
websites. Research sellers and prod-
ucts, pay with credit cards, and 
report suspected fraud. 

• Grandparents Scam 
The Attorney General warns 

about the grandparent scam. Callers 
pretend to be a troubled grandchild 
and request money in this scam. 
Consumers should stay calm. Con-
tact family members directly. Don’t 
share personal or financial informa-
tion. 

• Drop-Shipping: What you 
Need to Know Before You Buy or 
Sell Online 

The Attorney General explains 
that drop-shipping is legal but risky. 
Consumers should research prod-
ucts and compare prices. They 
should also be suspicious of social 
media ads and fake brands. Aspiring 
sellers should be cautious about “get 
rich quick” schemes. Sellers are also 
warned about lack of supply-chain 
control, and counterfeit or illegal 
goods. 

• Data Breaches: What to do 
Next 

Data breaches and identity theft 
are increasing. These events make it 
important for consumers to act 
quickly if notified of a breach. The 
Attorney General urges consumers 
to review what data was compro-
mised. They should also change 
passwords and monitor credit 
reports. A fraud alert or freeze on 
accounts could reduce the risk of 
long-term damage from identity 
theft. 

• AG Nessel Highlights Scam 
Alerts in Holiday Consumer Protec-
tion Campaign 

Michigan Attorney General 
Dana Nessel continues her Holiday 
Consumer Protection campaign. She 
focuses on 5 alerts. She highlights 
alerts on phishing scams, puppy 
scams, AI fraud, scanner law pric-
ing, and credit card monitoring. The 
campaign can be found on the new 
@MIConsumerWatch social media 
accounts. 

• Phishing Scams 
The Attorney General warns that 

phishing scams impersonate trusted 
sources to steal money or personal 
information. Scams include smish-
ing, romance fraud, and hijacked 
accounts. Consumers should watch 
for urgent requests, poor grammar, 
and suspicious links. Also, avoid 
clicking or replying to suspicious 
emails. Use spam filters and 
promptly report phishing and fraud. 

• Michigan’s Scanner Law - The 
Shopping Reform and Moderniza-
tion Act 

The Attorney General reminds 
consumers of their rights under 
Michigan’s Scanner Law. Stores 
must display prices clearly. Con-

sumers can receive a refund plus a 
bonus of up to $5 if a scanner 
charges more than the posted price. 
The alert explains exemptions, dis-
pute options, and how to file com-
plaints or pursue legal action. 

• Puppy Scams 
The Attorney General warns that 

online puppy scams frequently tar-
get animal lovers. Scammers often 
demand extra fees for pets that don’t 
exist. Consumers are urged to 
research breeds, breeders, and list-
ings. Avoid sight-unseen purchases; 
use credit cards; and keep records. 
The alert also cautions against pet 
store purchases and encourages 
adoption through local shelters. 

• Artificial Intelligence and 
Scams 

The Attorney General warns that 
scammers are using artificial intelli-
gence to clone the voices of loved 
ones. Watch out for unusual pay-
ment demands. Contact credit card 
companies and law enforcement if 
targeted. 

• Credit Cards - Did I Charge 
That? 

The Attorney General warns that 
unauthorized credit card charges are 
a top consumer complaint. Con-
sumers should review statements 
and avoid sharing card details by 
phone. Suspected fraud should be 
reported to the bank that issued the 
card. 

• Postcard Scam 
Attorney General Dana Nessel 

warns veterans about fake postcards 
they may receive. The postcards tell 
veterans about extra benefits they 
could qualify for. Scammers use 
these postcards to steal personal 
information. Veterans should check 
offers with trusted veterans services. 
They should also report scams to 
state or federal authorities. 

• Website Spoofing - Scammers 
Disguised as Trusted Brand 

The Attorney General warns 
consumers about website spoofing. 
This is when scammers use look-
alike websites to steal personal 
information or money. Fake sites 
often pose as trusted brands through 
emails, texts, or ads. Check web 
address and avoid clicking on suspi-
cious links. Also, watch for poor 
design or misspellings and use web-
site safety tools. 

• Wise Charitable Giving 
This alert asks consumers to 

research charities before donating. 
Check the charity’s registration sta-
tus. Ask how funds are used. Be sure 
to confirm tax-deductibility and 
don’t be pressured into giving. 

• Prevent Identity Theft: Protect 
Your Mail and Packages from Porch 
Pirates 

The Attorney General warns that 
many identity crimes involve mail 
and package theft. Consumers are 
urged to protect their mail, pause 
delivery when away, avoid leaving 
bills in mailboxes. These steps can 
help stop porch pirates to reduce 
identity theft risk. 

• Computer Ransomware - What 
Is It? 

Ransomware is a virus that locks 
your files until you pay money—but 
paying won’t guarantee access.  
This virus is spread through fake 
links, emails, or pop-ups. Protect 
yourself by updating your software, 
avoiding unknown links, and using 
secure networks. Report attacks to 
law enforcement or federal agen-
cies. 

• Travel Tips 
The Attorney General warns 

travelers to watch for common trav-
el scams. The alert advises con-
sumers to research agents and web-
sites and pay by credit card. It also 
urges travelers to report suspected 
scams.
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have the opportunity every single 
day to show others how rewarding 
this career can be and the powerful 
impact a dental therapist can have 
on improving access to oral health 
care in underserved communities,” 
said Dana Obey, licensed dental 
therapist. “I hope my journey 
inspires others to join this profes-
sion. Becoming Michigan’s first 
dental therapist is more than a 
career milestone – it’s an opportuni-
ty to go above and beyond to pro-
vide a safe space where patients feel 
respected and heard. I’ve seen first-
hand how, with the right support, 
tools and education, lasting lifestyle 
changes are possible.”  

While Michigan has 59.1 den-
tists per 100,000 people, they are 
not equally distributed throughout 
the state or representative of the 
populations they serve. More than 
1.5 million residents live in federal-
ly designated dental shortage areas 
with limited access to care. This 
includes children and seniors, low-
income families, pregnant women, 
people with disabilities and rural 
residents. 

Dental therapists are uniquely 
trained to serve these populations, 
helping to: 

• Reduce wait times. 
• Expand access cost effectively. 
 

• Ease pressure on existing 
providers. 

• Improve cultural and linguistic 
representation in care. 

Michigan established a licensure 
pathway for dental therapists in 
2021. However, as no dental therapy 
programs are offered in the state, 
Michigan students have had to pur-
sue their education in other states 
with the intention of returning to 
serve in Michigan communities. 
Currently, only five dental therapy 
programs exist nationally. 

This is set to change as Ferris 
State University is developing 
Michigan’s first program, targeted 
to launch in the next couple years. 
MDHHS is assisting Ferris State 
with program development through 
a federal Health Resources and 
Services Administration oral health 
workforce grant. This includes 
$85,000 in funding to help the uni-
versity hire a consultant to assist 
with curriculum design and accredi-
tation through the Commission on 
Dental Accreditation. 

“The development of a Michi-
gan dental therapy program is 
another way our state is working to 
ensure Michigan families can easily 
access care as oral health plays a 
critical role in overall health and 
well-being,” said Hertel. 

Learn more about dental therapy 
at https://www.midentalaccess.org.

Michigan licenses first dental 
therapist  
Addressing workforce shortages

What’s new on our shelves at 
Ontonagon Township Library

By Abby Ollila 
The Ontonagon Township 

Library is always adding fresh titles 
for readers of all ages and interests. 
Whether you’re interested in adult 
fiction, nonfiction or fun books for 
children, here is a snapshot of what 
free titles could be waiting for you 
at the library. 

New adult titles are introduced 
every other Monday, rotating 
between fiction and nonfiction. 
Some of our newest adult fiction 
titles include the new historical 
thriller The Omega Factor by Steve 
Berry, and The Cartel series by 
JaQuavis Coleman and Ashley 
Antoinette, following the gritty, 
competitive world of Miami’s drug 
cartel. Other recent additions 
include The End of Drum-Time by 
Hanna Pylväinen, a historical novel 
that explores a cultural division in 
1850s Scandinavian tundra from an 
interfaith romance, and the adult 
graphic novel The Structure is Rot-
ten Comrade by Viken Berberian 
and Yann Kebbi, which analyzes a 
collapsed Soviet society through the 
eyes of a foreign film crew. Addi-
tional highlights include the large-
print gothic fantasy novel, In the 
Hour of Crows by Dana Elmendorf, 
as well as The Unsinkable Greta 
James by Jennifer E. Smith, a novel 
about a musician who reconnects 
with her father on a weeklong cruise 
following the death of her mother. 

New adult nonfiction titles 
include The 5 Love Languages: The 
Secret to Love that Lasts by Gary 
Chapman and Time Lord: Sir Sand-
ford Fleming and the Creation of 
Time by Clark Blaise. Other addi-
tions include business books like 
Delivering the WOW by Richard 
Fain and memoirs like Deer Man: 
Seven Years of Living in the Wild by 
Geoffroy Delorme. 

Young adult readers can find 
recent additions such as the first two 
books in the TikTok-famous vam-
pire romance series Crave by Tracy 
Wolff, and Death in the Cards by 
Mia P. Manansala, which follows a 
high school tarot card reader whose 
client goes missing after drawing 
the death card. 

Our juvenile section holds new 
titles ranging from fantasy stories to 
educational reads. Recent comic 

book additions include Big Nate: No 
Harm Done, the newest installment 
of the Big Nate series by Lincoln 
Peirce, and Dog Man: Big Jim 
Believes by Dav Pilkey, the 14th 
book in the popular Dog Man series. 
Other additions include the mystery 
adventure novel The Sherlock Soci-
ety: Hurricane Heist by James 
Ponti, the middle-grade murder 
mystery Blood in the Water by 
Tiffany D. Jackson, and Becoming 
Naomi León by Pam Muñoz Ryan, a 
coming-of-age novel following a 
young girl who goes on a journey to 
Mexico to find her estranged father. 

For nonfiction juvenile readers, 
our newest title Giant Rays of Hope: 
Protecting Manta Rays to Safeguard 
the Sea by Patricia Newman shares 
the story of marine biologist Kerstin 
Forsberg as she worked with her 
organization Planeta Océano in their 
campaign to protect manta rays in 
Peru. 

For beginning readers, recent 
arrivals include the popular comedy 
book The Book with No Pictures by 
B.J. Novak, which uses words only 
to make a fun and entertaining expe-
rience for listeners, and Tiny Jenny: 
Little Fairy, Big Trouble by Briony 
May Smith, a tale about a mischie-
vous fairy raised by wrens who goes 
on a journey to find her biological 
fairy family. 

New wintry reads include There 
was a Cold Lady Who Swallowed 
Some Snow by Lucille Colandro and 
the level one reading book Snow by 
Marion Dane Bauer. 

Recent additions to our movie 
collection include the political 
action thriller Olympus Has Fallen 
(2013), the romantic comedy 
Because I Said So (2007), the war 
drama The Deer Hunter (1978), the 
romantic sports movie The Cutting 
Edge (1992), and the romantic 
musical Forever My Girl (2018). 
We also have new juvenile DVDs, 
including Escape from Planet Earth 
(2013), Rio: Party Edition (2011), 
The House with a Clock in its Walls 
(2018), Annie (2014), The Croods 
(2013), and The Nut Job (2014). 

Library card registration is free 
for all residents of Ontonagon, 
Greenland, Rockland, and Bohemia 
Townships.

Apply for spring turkey season 
now through February 1 

Hunters should note changes to 
license options, turkey management 
units and mandatory harvest report-
ing for 2026 season. 

The application period for 
Michigan’s spring turkey hunting 
season is open now through Sunday, 
February 1. Applications cost $5 
each and can be purchased at any 
license agent, online at Michigan. 
gov/DNRLicenses or through the 
Michigan DNR Hunt Fish app. 

Hunters should be aware of sev-
eral important changes to the spring 
turkey season this year, including a 
major update to the number of 
turkey management units, or TMUs, 
and the license options available in 
those units. 

“These regulation changes 
uphold the goals for the spring 
turkey hunting season: maximizing 
hunter opportunity while also main-
taining satisfactory hunting experi-
ences across the state,” said Adam 
Bump, the DNR’s upland game bird 
specialist. 

New spring turkey management 
units 

Beginning in 2026, the number 
of spring turkey management units 
is reduced from 14 to three: 

• Unit M – Upper Peninsula 
• Unit NN – Northern Lower 

Peninsula 
• Unit ZZ – Southern Lower 

Peninsula 
Before buying a license, hunters 

are strongly encouraged to review 
the official TMU maps in the 2026 
Spring Turkey Hunting Regulations 
Summary. 

License options available 
through drawing 

These options are valid on pub-
lic and private land within the three 
TMUs. When applying, hunters 
must select a first-choice hunt and 
may also choose an optional second 
choice. (Turkey license quotas limit 
the number of hunting permits 
available for each TMU and sea-
son.) 

• Unit M (Hunt 0110): April 18-
May 31. License quota: 6,000 

• Unit NN (Hunt 0134): April 
18-May 1. License quota: 18,000 

• Unit ZZ (Hunt 0302): April 18-
May 1. License quota: 8,000 

Unit ZZ (Hunt 0303): May 2-
May 31. License quota: 8,000 

License options available with-
out application 

The following licenses are guar-
anteed and do not require entering 
the drawing. The licenses can be 
purchased beginning at 10 a.m. 

Monday, March 16. 
• Statewide (Hunt 0234): April 

25-May 31. License quota: Unlimit-
ed. Valid on public and private lands 
statewide except for public lands in 
Unit ZZ. 

• Unit ZZ (Hunt 0301 – Private 
land only): April 18-May 31. 
License quota: Unlimited. Valid on 
private lands in Unit ZZ. 

“These changes will give 
hunters longer seasons and bigger 
units to hunt in,” said Bump. 

Drawing results 
Drawing results will be avail-

able Monday, March 2. Hunters are 
responsible for checking their own 
results online or through the Michi-
gan DNR Hunt Fish app. 

Hunters who are unsuccessful in 
the drawing may purchase a leftover 
license for a hunt with a remaining 
quota beginning at 10 a.m. Monday, 
March 9. Hunters who did not apply 
for the drawing may purchase left-
over licenses beginning at 10 a.m. 
Monday, March 16. Depending on 
demand, leftover licenses may or 
may not be available in desired 
TMUs. 

New spring turkey youth license 
Hunters aged 17 and older dur-

ing the hunt period who have a 
hunter education certificate, or those 
with an apprentice license, are eligi-
ble to apply during the application 
period. 

Hunters aged 10 to 16 may pur-
chase a spring turkey youth license 
and do not need to apply. Hunters 
aged 9 and younger may participate 
through the mentored hunting pro-
gram and receive a spring turkey 
license. 

Both the youth hunter and men-
tored youth spring turkey licenses 
are valid for all spring turkey man-
agement units and season dates. 
Details are available in the spring 
turkey regulations summary. 

Mandatory harvest reporting 
All successful spring turkey 

hunters must report harvests within 
72 hours or before transferring pos-
session of the birds, whichever 
comes first. Harvests can be report-
ed online on the DNR’s Report a 
harvest website or through the 
Michigan DNR Hunt Fish app. The 
reporting system provides near real-
time harvest information throughout 
the season. 

Season dates, license quotas, 
maps and additional seasonal infor-
mation are available in the 2026 
Spring Turkey Hunting Regulations 
Summary.

WE’RE HIRING 
JOIN OUR TEAM!! 

 
Settlers Federal Credit Union is seeking a Member  
Service Representative to join the team. If you: 
 - are dependable, team oriented and self-motivated 
 - enjoy helping others 
 - can work on multiple tasks – problem solving 
 - have excellent communication skills 
 - are experienced with computers, cash handling, 
accounting  
 
Looking for a change?  We want to hear from you! 
*Job Advancement 
*Great Hours 
*Competitive Wages 
*11 Paid Holidays + Your Birthday Off with Pay 
*Paid Time Off – vacation, sick and personal leave 
*401K + Employer contributes  
*Health Insurance & Vision 
*Dental 
*Life Insurance 
 
Applications may be picked up at the Main Office in 
Bruce Crossing or email CU@settlersfcu.com.  
 
Settlers FCU is an equal opportunity employer.

VILLAGE OF ONTONAGON 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

The Ontonagon Village Council will conduct a Public 
Hearing on the proposed Ordinance #2025-04: DDA 
Repeal Ordinance. The Public Hearing will be held on Jan-
uary 26, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 315 
Quartz Street, Ontonagon. All interested parties are invited 
to attend or submit written comments prior to the above 
meeting date. A copy of the proposed ordinance is avail-
able at the Ontonagon Village Office, 315 Quartz Street, 
Ontonagon or call 906-884-2305. 
 

    Wendy Pence, 
    Village Clerk 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 
 

The Ontonagon County Road Commission is seeking bids 
for the construction of “Depot Road Paving” that includes 
the following major items of work: 
 

3.4 miles of HMA Base Crushing & Shaping, HMA 
Paving, Grouted Riprap, Guardrail Removal & Replace-
ment, Shouldering, Pavement Markings, and Related 
Work. 
 

The Contract Documents may be examined at the following 
locations:  
 

Ontonagon County Road Commission 
415 Spar Street 
Ontonagon, MI 49953 

 

Coleman Engineering Company 
635 Circle Drive 
Iron Mountain, MI 49801 

 

The contract documents may be viewed and downloaded at 
www.coleman-engineering.com by selecting “Bid Informa-
tion”. Interested parties may view the contract documents at 
no cost on the website prior to becoming a plan holder. 
Downloading and printing the contract documents will 
require registering with QuestCDN online 
(www.questcdn.com). A non-refundable fee of $22.00 will 
be charged to download the contract documents. 
 

Sealed bids marked “Depot Road Paving” are to be submit-
ted to the office of: 
 

Mr. Ryan DeHut, Manager 
Ontonagon County Road Commission 

415 Spar Street 
Ontonagon, MI 49953 

 

Bids must be received by 9:00 a.m. (EST) on February 11, 
2026, at the Ontonagon County Road Commission, 415 
Spar Street, Ontonagon, Michigan. Bids will be publicly 
opened and read out loud at this time. 
 

The Ontonagon County Road Commission reserves the right 
to accept or reject any and all bids at its discretion. 
 

No bid shall be accepted unless accompanied by a bid secu-
rity payable to the Ontonagon County Road Commission in 
an amount not less than 5% of the base bid. 
 

Prevailing wage rates WILL NOT be required for this proj-
ect.
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2Fmanaging-resources%2Flaws%2Fregulations%2Fspring-turkey%3Futm_campaign=spring%2Bturkey%2Bapplications%26utm_medium=pr%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019b9e13bda6-09c697ed-8446-4706-8c71-9b7280c74f58-000000/0qm4cOUysVGskEqbzGje894RgLo-6AOPu9mOuNbu1Tk=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2Fmanaging-resources%2Flaws%2Fregulations%2Fspring-turkey%3Futm_campaign=spring%2Bturkey%2Bapplications%26utm_medium=pr%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019b9e13bda6-09c697ed-8446-4706-8c71-9b7280c74f58-000000/0qm4cOUysVGskEqbzGje894RgLo-6AOPu9mOuNbu1Tk=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2Fmanaging-resources%2Flaws%2Fregulations%2Fspring-turkey%3Futm_campaign=spring%2Bturkey%2Bapplications%26utm_medium=pr%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019b9e13bda6-09c697ed-8446-4706-8c71-9b7280c74f58-000000/0qm4cOUysVGskEqbzGje894RgLo-6AOPu9mOuNbu1Tk=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fdnr%2Fmanaging-resources%2Flaws%2Fregulations%2Fspring-turkey%3Futm_campaign=spring%2Bturkey%2Bapplications%26utm_medium=pr%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019b9e13bda6-09c697ed-8446-4706-8c71-9b7280c74f58-000000/0qm4cOUysVGskEqbzGje894RgLo-6AOPu9mOuNbu1Tk=439
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http://www.coleman-engineering.com
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One of the most obvious prob-
lems a small community can have is 
to go out of the way to NOT attract 
business. Once upon a time, not so 
long ago, there was a magical and 
very unique place called Ontonagon. 
The Village had all the ingredients 
of a thriving little community. There 
were several (yes, several) automo-
bile dealerships, furniture stores, 
two well established hardware 
stores, one of which also sold appli-
ances, and even a jewelry store 
where watches and clocks could be 
repaired. On the main street there 
were two major banks, a national 
bank and a state bank, and even a 
small branch of a savings and loan. 
One could walk into a dry cleaning 
establishment and have specialty 
cleaning done quickly and efficient-
ly. 

On the main street there were a 
number of bars, one of which boast-
ed a piano and local musicians could 
gather there and jam, not with just 
electronic instruments, but with real 
horns, drums, and woodwinds. Oth-
ers were “sports” bars, or a most 
notable place that featured col-
lectibles from the good old logging 
days, and hunting memorabilia.  

Local services included at least 
two electrical contractors, a bottled 
gas company, two competing 
plumbing contractors, and a number 
of general contractors who could dig 
basements, pour concrete, set block, 
lay bricks, and frame up entire hous-
es. There was a shoe repair shop, 
and a most extraordinary fix-it shop 
where nearly anything could be 
repaired, or even fabricated.  

Back in the day, a man could 
walk into a downtown store a buy a 
new pair of pants or even be fitted 
for a suit. There was also a fine 
selection of shoes and boots, not to 
mention work clothes. There was an 
exclusive shop for ladies wear as 
well. 

Auto repair was available at sev-
eral places, a flat tire could be 
repaired, and an oil change could be 
as simple as driving in and waiting a 
short time over a cup of coffee and a 
piece of pie in one of the local 
restaurants, or walk over to one of 
the local drug stores to get a pre-
scription filled.  

It is nice to recall these times, 
and many of our readers can look at 
the listings above and name off the 
businesses that once were here and 
the few that yet remain. For certain, 
there are many who would like to 
see some of these services and busi-
ness establishments back in the Vil-
lage. Most of us know what busi-
nesses are now lacking, but what 
people want to have available and 
what they truly need and will sup-
port are two very different things. 

Perhaps, a good place to start is 
to find out what goods and services 
require people to go outside the 
community to make purchases, or to 
seek services no longer available 
locally. One of the challenges of a 
community’s ability to keep busi-
ness local is to realize that success in 
this area lies entirely within the 
community itself. If what you need 
or are looking for is not here, did 
anyone ever consider that there may 
be an opportunity to do something to 
keep the 20-150 people who daily 
go elsewhere to get what they want 
or need?  

A major factor to consider if we 
really do not want businesses here is 
that the local community must do its 
best to ensure that there is no com-

petition among businesses. There is 
a well voiced opinion locally that 
the Village has gone out of its way 
to discourage new businesses! It is 
important to note that no local busi-
ness has an exclusive monopoly in 
goods and services…an exclusive 
jurisdiction that keeps out any 
potential competition. 

Consider the grocery store situa-
tion. 60 years ago, the Village had 
three super markets…a locally 
owned IGA, a Midland co-op, and a 
grocery called Super Quality that 
was located on an out-of-the-way 
side street. There were also a num-
ber of Mom & Pop stores. All were 
thriving, and the larger stores com-
peted in variety and pricing. There is 
no real correlation between commu-
nity size and the number of gro-
ceries that can be supported. This 
reporter, for a time lived in a town 
with fewer than 500 residents. There 
was one grocery with limited selec-
tion. A chain store decided to open 
in the town and suddenly prices 
dropped in the original store and 
folks began to buy their groceries 
locally, patronizing both stores 
rather than driving 30 miles away to 
a larger town. Here at home, we 
have only one remaining main gro-
cery outlet and one convenience 
store. A 12 oz. bag of coffee beans 
costs $4.00 more here than the very 
same product 60 miles away. If this 
trend carries over to other grocery 
items as well, it may fall to common 
sense to be well worth the 60 mile 
drive to make purchases out of town 
and to combine grocery shopping 
with other services and purchases 
that may not be available locally.  

Competition is good for a local 
economy because competition pro-
vides for better prices, a more varied 
selection, better quality, and in many 
cases, service. Keep in mind that 

competition isn’t always about the 
price, but can also be about quality 
of selection (such as produce), and 
available for servicing the items that 
we may purchase such as appliances 
or even an automobile. No single 
business can be all things to all peo-
ple, but the most successful busi-
nesses are those who find that they 
can and will specialize in something 
that others fail at. Basically, compe-
tition provides the incentive for bet-
ter behaviour (service) among com-
petitors.  

Now to turn this discussion into 
something more productive: could it 
be that nearly everyone in the Vil-
lage is fully aware of why there is 
limited success in attracting and 
keeping businesses? A prevailing 
idea that allowing a new business 
into the community would provide 
unwanted competition for one 
already here may have some validi-
ty. Interestingly enough at one time 
there were two hardware stores 
located kitty-corner in the Village. 
One closed down due to the death of 
the owner. The other business owner 
told this reporter that the closing of 
the competitor actually hurt his 
business! Voila! A most insightful 
observation. 

This reporter is certainly not an 
economist. Ask me about music 
instruments, history, or general 
humanities and I can give you an 
answer, but please consider this 
accepted economic principle…that 
each dollar entering a community 
changes hands seven times. That 
means that a dollar entering the 
community will be spent six more 
times before leaving the community, 
but a dollar that is spent outside the 
community is gone for good.  

Ontonagon has a rich and color-
ful history, and a lot of money has 
changed hands here during the last 

century and a half. Perhaps we must 
ask how much of it remained here?  

If the intention is to kill the com-
munity, it is important that no new 
businesses be allowed to set up shop 
here. To make sure nothing happens 
to bring back the businesses that 
once flourished here we must make 
sure that there are no competitive 
business tax rates; that special rules 
or regulations must be in place to 
hamper new development, preferen-
tial zoning should be discouraged to 
protect neighborhoods, and any 
existing businesses should openly 
discourage any enterprise that could 
be considered a threat to their exclu-
sive territory.  

The Village has invested thou-
sands of dollars in community 
improvement plans, such as the 
Hyatt-Palma plan and the Williams 
& Works layout. Instead, each plan 
has been shelved and nothing has 
changed. The Village Council could 
not take a definite position several 
years ago on the relocation of the M-
64 bridge which resulted in the cen-
tral business district being isolated 
and disrupting the historical flow of 
goods and services in the town… 
and then there is a loss of the local 
hospital that has created another loss 
of major services here that force so 
many to leave the area for medical 
help they can no longer get here. 
Doesn’t it bother anyone that except 
for a very small number, there have 
been no children born in the County 
for decades? 

This community faces many 
challenges in the years ahead, that 
must be addressed and solved from 
within the Village itself.  
Entrepreneurs such as James Mer-
cer, and John Hawley knew this. 
Today we have the advantage of 
hindsight, but can we not began to 
look forward for a change?

 

The Corner on History 
By Harold S. Riter

One way to kill a community

Gogebic-Ontonagon Community Action Agency 
Congregate & Home Delivered Meals

~~~~~~~~~~ 
Congregate & Home Delivered Meals 
Ontonagon/Greenland/Mass City/Rockland 

400 Block on River Street, Ontonagon 
Tuesday, January 20: Chicken Alfredo, Carrots, Tossed Salad, Pears 
Thursday, January 22: Hamburger Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, 
Coleslaw 
     Portions sizes are 1/2 c. (#8 scoops) for fruit, veggies, potatoes, pasta & 
rice. Desserts are 1/2 c. (#8 scoops) servings or 1/4 c. (#16 scoops) for      
Diabetics. Meat portions are approximately 4 oz. servings. Casserole meals 
are 8 oz. portions (or 2-#8 scoops). Gravy is 2 oz. serving, or 1 oz. for        
Diabetics. 
     Cost: $5.00 donation for seniors on all incomes; a $7.50 guest fee. 
     Meals are served on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
     Mass City meals are Tuesday and Thursday at the Greenland Township 
Community Building. Meals are served at noon. This site serves Home 
Delivered Meals to Mass City, Rockland and Greenland. 

Call Ontonagon 906-884-2815; Mass, Rockland, Greenland  
906-883-3267, for more information or to sign up for meals. 

~~~~~~~~~~

Aspirus announces top baby 
names of 2025

Aspirus is pleased to announce 
the most popular baby names of 
2025 across its health system, 
reflecting both enduring favorites 
and the wide range of unique names 
chosen by families throughout the 
region. 

In 2025, a total of 3,257 babies 
were born at Aspirus facilities. That 
total included 1,589 girls and 1,668 
boys, highlighting another strong 
year for Aspirus birthing services 
across Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 

For girls, the top three baby 
names of 2025 were: 

• Charlotte 
• Eleanor 
• Nora 
For boys, the top three baby 

names of 2025 were: 
• Henry 
• Oliver 
• Theodore 
 

Several names continued their 
popularity from the previous year. 
Henry and Oliver held the top two 
spots for boys in both 2024 and 
2025, while Charlotte, which ranked 
second in 2024, rose to the top spot 
for girls this year. 

Beyond the most popular choic-
es, Aspirus families also embraced 
individuality when naming their 
children. In 2025, parents selected 
745 different boy names and 864 
different girl names, underscoring 
the diversity of families and tradi-
tions served by Aspirus hospitals. 

Aspirus offers comprehensive 
birthing services designed to sup-
port families from pregnancy 
through delivery and beyond, with a 
focus on safety, comfort, and per-
sonalized care. 

For more information about 
Aspirus birthing services, visit 
https://www.aspirus.org/birthing-
services.

Happy  
90th Birthday!

From  
Your Loving Husband

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.ZEwp4Z-2F-2BHdAQv3qQEC-2FQaPbUfyqSEfOENz2SMez7wfHkApoPP2-2Fdsz9eFA0n2W6kpp3SzDNBjm4mxFo2-2BUn5cw-3D-3DI1v8_rk3qsmqGk89wMrKQjZSzCwFSSpgi3N-2BWgSAQtClK0BVYkXOJlzE0OP-2BGKdvjR7VHd93uQ-2FUEneTCQLuozU3Xpgw1tcP2YhdN0mINvIVticqdNfelN2z2DS8t49Qlmz0Ug84Jq3NVjzhDqX6pidr-2BBs4ynskEhFEegaX-2BQKbGl0q17nYGuz8H1nN-2Fy0m8ZZ9Eizci3xZjuGBpLwZNMUEPI4lvErvponaAYcpbffpZ3GmOnO6vaTeypD-2FZVYQXJEWP5AudZ2BaAK-2FkfO9yabTB38PCDkmWwaF3LEZpnooa4PX6ZeDQlUsnzooZLMT5y7Kk1-2FlYniNBhdupbQxjcmNPbLa2PEB05PR5q0J-2FYaEswZ3Jrth9kwLNKdg-2BaD8Aio6HY-2FNTqVZQ4JdJkJrq-2Biozmg-3D-3D
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.ZEwp4Z-2F-2BHdAQv3qQEC-2FQaPbUfyqSEfOENz2SMez7wfHkApoPP2-2Fdsz9eFA0n2W6kpp3SzDNBjm4mxFo2-2BUn5cw-3D-3DI1v8_rk3qsmqGk89wMrKQjZSzCwFSSpgi3N-2BWgSAQtClK0BVYkXOJlzE0OP-2BGKdvjR7VHd93uQ-2FUEneTCQLuozU3Xpgw1tcP2YhdN0mINvIVticqdNfelN2z2DS8t49Qlmz0Ug84Jq3NVjzhDqX6pidr-2BBs4ynskEhFEegaX-2BQKbGl0q17nYGuz8H1nN-2Fy0m8ZZ9Eizci3xZjuGBpLwZNMUEPI4lvErvponaAYcpbffpZ3GmOnO6vaTeypD-2FZVYQXJEWP5AudZ2BaAK-2FkfO9yabTB38PCDkmWwaF3LEZpnooa4PX6ZeDQlUsnzooZLMT5y7Kk1-2FlYniNBhdupbQxjcmNPbLa2PEB05PR5q0J-2FYaEswZ3Jrth9kwLNKdg-2BaD8Aio6HY-2FNTqVZQ4JdJkJrq-2Biozmg-3D-3D
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By Ken Raisanen 
The following artist’s names 

conjure up an instant mental image:  
Cher, Elvis, Prince, Madonna, 
Rihanna, Shakira, Adele, Beyonce, 
Bono, Sting, Eminem, Sade, Kesha, 
Flea, and Slash (to name a few more 
modern examples). Do you 
remember the black leather clad 
Elvis or the spangly jumpsuited 
Elvis? Do you see Cher standing 
next to Sonny Bono or the latter day 
Cher wearing a multitude of wigs 
and outrageous outfits. Sting? Does 
the black and yellow bumble bee 
sweater that inspired his name come 
to mind? A hoodie and ball cap clad 
Eminem reminds me of his 
menacing appearance when he first 
broke through. Madonna has gone 
through so many phases, a mental 
image of her would no doubt be tied 
to whatever song(s) of hers one likes 
the most. Then there is Ace Frehley. 
I am willing to bet most will picture 
him as the ‘Spaceman’ or ‘Space 
Ace’ in full KISS regalia from his 
two stints with that band. 

Sadly, Paul Daniel ‘Ace’ Frehley 
(April 27, 1951 - October 16, 2025) 
left this mortal coil too soon at the 
not exactly ancient age of 74. The 
end could have come sooner for 
Frehley and he admitted in many 
interviews that it would have if he 
had not sobered up in 2006. In 
earlier interviews, Frehley said he 
never used effects pedals on stage 
because A) his guitar plugged 
straight into a stack of Marshal amps 
is the sound of rock and roll (also his 
sound) and B) he has always had 
balance problems. Effects would 
have just given him more stuff to 
trip over. 

On September 25, 2025, it was 
reported Ace had taken a fall in his 
home studio which forced him to 
cancel his upcoming tour dates. A 
week later, he suffered a severe head 
injury after taking another tumble at 
home, this time down a flight of 
stairs. The second fall left him 
hooked to a ventilator with a brain 
bleed. When his health failed to 
improve, the family made the tough 
decision to end his around the clock 
life support. Frehley died a few 
hours later without ever regaining 
consciousness. 

Frehley was born in the Bronx, 
New York, and during his teenage 
years, he survived a rough home life 
by joining a street gang. The ‘Ace’ 
nickname reportedly came from his 
knack for picking up women. He 
also got to be a pretty good at guitar 
after his father put a $25 Japanese 
model in his hands. Ace was a self 
taught guitarist who idolized the 
British Invasion sounds of Eric 
Clapton, Jimmy Page, and Keith 
Richards. After he dropped out of 
school to pursue a musical career, 
life steered him into driving a cab to 
make ends meet. At the age of 22, 
his musical prospects took an upturn 
when he answered an ad in The 
Village Voice that said, “LEAD 
GUITARIST WANTED with Flash 
and Ability. No time wasters please. 
Paul 268-3145.” The ‘Paul’ in the ad 
would turn out to be Paul Stanley 
and the band in question went by 
their pre-KISS name Wicked Lester. 

Guitar World’s Andrew Daly 
described Ace’s first encounter with 
his future bandmates in the January 
2026 issue (Vol. 47 NO 1): “Legend 
has it that Frehley showed up at the 
fledgling act’s New York City 
rehearsal space on East 23rd Street 
with a guitar and two different-
colored tennis shoes on his feet, one 
red and one orange. Frehley has 
often said that the chemistry 
between him and the other members 
of KISS (Gene Simmons, Peter 
Criss, and Paul Stanley) was 
immediate. But it was Stanley, the 
other guitarist in the band, that he 
initially connected with on a musical 
level.” In his last interview with 
Guitar World earlier in 2025, he 
summed up his relationships in 
KISS as, “More than anything, it 
was chemistry. But it’s hard to say:  
it’s always that way with those 
things. I do know that the little 
things about my style fit well 
alongside Paul’s playing.” 

Frehley added more than killer 
guitar parts to the evolving world of 
KISS. He designed the iconic KISS 
lightning-bolt logo and his Space 
Ace/Spaceman makeup. He also 
helped Stanley come up with his 
Starchild image. Ace added his 
touches to soon-to-be KISS hits like 
Deuce, Strutter, and Black 
Diamond. The band’s records were 
not big movers but word of mouth 
about their live shows led young 

fans to say, “I don’t like their records 
but I buy them because I saw them 
live.” By the time they hooked up 
with manager Bill Aucoin in 1973, 
KISS was at a tipping point with the 
label suits. KISS was very much in 
need of something to tip the balance 
toward success and away from 
getting dropped by their label. The 
latter scenario would likely have 
meant returning to their former day 
jobs. 

The band’s label, Casablanca 
Records, was also on the edge of 
going out of business when they 
took a calculated gamble. KISS was 
known for their powerful, theatrical 
live shows. The band felt their 
studio albums didn’t show them at 
their best, so why not record a live 
album to showcase them in their 
best environment? The 1975 release 
of the double album Alive! was a 
major step forward for them 
according to Stanley: “It broke 
incredible ground for us. We were 
building this rabid following, yet we 
weren’t selling albums that reflected 
that. Alive! was a sonic souvenir 
where people could go home and 
say, ‘That’s what I saw, and that’s 
what I heard!’” The album also 
kicked their fan base KISS ARMY 
into high gear. 

In his final GW interview in 
2025, Frehley expressed similar 
sentiments about Alive!: “We felt 
that our studio albums were good, 
but they didn’t capture the essence 
of our concerts. I think Alive! did. A 
lot of people jumped on the 
bandwagon.” The multiplatinum 
success sent KISS rocketing up the 
charts and pulled Casablanca 
Records back from the brink of 
going bust. My first contact with 
Alive! happened in the fall of 1975 
in the Ontonagon Area School’s old 
Elementary/JH gym on Greenland 
Road. I had purchased a brand new 
stereo setup and was using the stage 
monitors from my college band 
Sledgehammer for speakers. I 
volunteered to spin records for the 
JH dances that year and yes, we 
were still spinning vinyl records and 
cassette tapes back then. There was 
one condition: the kids needed to 
bring the records they wanted to 
hear and nobody but me would 
handle the equipment. Songs from 
Alive! were big on the playlist and a 
few kids thought I would be shocked 
to see and hear such a radically 
different band. 

Nothing takes the fun out of 
shocking an adult (never mind a 
teacher of all people) than finding 
out they have actually heard about 
the ‘next big thing’. The kid who 
brought Alive! to the dance asked if 
I had ever heard KISS before. It was 
his turn to look shocked when I said, 
“Yes, I heard their first album back 
in ‘73 or so.” A friend of my buddy 
Mitch had a super sound system in 
his Dodge Charger and when we 
would cruise around Marquette with 
him, he always had the newest 
music. Okay, it was an 8-track 
player, but it sounded great. On one 
night of our cruising adventures, he 
tossed on the first KISS album. My 
only remembrance of the music was 
looking at the artwork on the 
cassette and asking him, “Do they 
really dress like this?” He was the 
one who first shared the story with 
us about kids saying they didn’t like 
their albums but they bought them 
anyway because they loved their 
live shows. For the record, this was 
the same scenario when I was 
introduced to the band Queen. 

All in all, the concept of doing a 
live album made a lot of sense and 
the end results for the label and the 
band proved it was a shrewd move.  
The only mistake they made was to 
vehemently deny that it had been 
touched up in the studio. Years later, 
Gene Simmons admitted they had to 
do a lot of ‘touching up’ before they 
could put the album out. Watching 
them perform live, it isn’t surprising 
there would be missed cues, fluffed 
notes, and even inaudible vocals - 
KISS was never a band that stood 
around shoe-gazing when they 
performed. For whatever reason, 
they decided to repeat the lie that the 
album was cut totally live with no 
fixes. Had they just said, “Well, we 
have a pretty energetic show and we 
didn’t want to put out an album that 
didn’t do the music justice, so yes, 
we had to go back and fix a couple 
of things,” nobody in the KISS 
ARMY would have held it against 
them. They managed to turn what 
could have been their swan song 
album (had it been majorly flawed) 
into one of the premier live albums 

of all time. From 1975 on, all other 
live albums needed to get over the 
high bar set by Alive! 

The KISS rocket was still 
climbing in 1976, but by then Ace 
had developed a massive drinking 
problem. Things began to come to a 
head during the recording of the 
1976 Destroyer album with 
producer Bob Ezrin at the helm. 
Frehley gave GW his honest 
assessment of how the wheels began 
to come off the bus. Ezrin got upset 
because he wanted everything done 
yesterday and Ace had a habit of 
showing up late. As Frehley put it, 
“Sometimes I showed up late 
because I had a hangover from the 
night before. Everybody knows I 
was an alcoholic. Bob was a guy 
who liked to get things done quickly, 
probably because he had a mountain 
of cocaine and a bottle of Remy 
Martin on the mixing desk with him. 
But, of course, Paul and Gene never 
mentioned that [when discussing 
why they kicked Ace out of the 
band].” 

Ezrin ended up bringing in 
studio ace Dick Wagner (The Frost, 
Lou Reed, Alice Cooper) to play the 
lead parts on Sweet Pain and Beth. 
Frehley continued, “I was [later] 
told Bob did that because he felt my 
solos weren’t as great as they should 
have been, so he had Dick play 
them. But it was more about 
punishing me for not being on time. 
I see it as partially my fault, but also 
partly Bob’s fault. The thing that 
bothered me the most was that I 
wasn’t told he had replaced my 
solos; I had to find out after I 
listened to the record at my home on 
my turntable. That bothered me for a 
long time.” Ace continued with 
KISS, even contributing the song 
Shock Me for the Love Gun (1977) 
album. Not only was it inspired by a 
real incident (Ace was electrocuted 
during a show in Lakeland, Florida 
in 1976), it also marked his first-
ever lead vocal, not to mention 
another great solo (and not a 
replacement). 

Famed producer Eddie Kramer 
was on the board for Love Gun. 
Kramer was known for working 
with Jimmy Page and Jimi Hendrix, 
so he knew his way around guitar 
players. As for Frehely, Kramer said, 
“Right from the beginning, I knew 
Ace would be a star - that’s for sure. 
Ace had intuitive talents; he could 
play blues and rock, and I loved that 
he could play all these cool blues 
licks but make them his own. He 
wasn’t scared of anything.” As much 
as he loved the guitar playing, 
getting Ace’s vocal down on Shock 
Me took some doing. It took a bottle 
of something to ‘calm him down’ 
and multiple takes until Ace got 
comfortable. Love Gun was another 
big LP for the band and the success 
of Shock Me also lit a fire under Ace. 

Even as his drinking and drug 
use escalated, Shock Me started 
Frehley thinking about leaving the 
band. The decision for all four 
members to record their own solo 
albums and to release them on the 
same day (September 18, 1977) was 
made to convince Frehley to hang 
around. Ace’s album turned out to be 
the best of the bunch, both in terms 
of material and sales. It also 
underscored his growing perception 
that he was being ‘held back’ by 
KISS and could be more creative 
and productive on his own. Perhaps 
Simmons and Stanley realized this 
as the next three KISS albums 
(Dynasty (1979), Unmasked (1980) 
& Music from ‘the Elder’ (1981)) 
featured more tracks from Ace. 
When he told his bandmates he was 
going to quit prior to recording 
1982’s Creatures of the Night, 
Frehley said Gene and Paul begged 
him to stay. They were willing to 
‘work around his problems’ because 
‘Ace was a unique player’. 

Out of the band, everyone 
expected Ace’s new confidence in 
his own music to produce instant 

results. Daly said it wasn’t so: 
“[Instead of his solo career taking 
off like a rocket]. 

What followed was a whole lot 
of drinking, several near-death car 
crashes, failed rehab attempts, and a 
separation from his wife Jeanette. 
Through the chaos came very little 
music.” Things began to turn around 
when he met a veteran bassist 
named John Regan in 1984. They 
began to collaborate and the 
chemistry was good. Regan’s 
stability helped Frehley focus and 
they began writing and playing 
music together. Ace’s old friend 
Eddie Trunk was the Vice President 
of Megaforce Records and he 
convinced his partner and head of 
the label, Jon Zazula to sign Frehley. 
The resultant record, Frehley’s 
Comet (1987), almost went gold. 
Two more records (Second Sighting 
(1988) & Trouble Walkin’ (1989)) 
were released before the wheels 
finally did come off the wagon. 
Ace’s drinking and the new grunge 
era music more or less pushed him 
(and his old band) off the music 
scene’s radar. 

When MTV featured KISS on 
their Unplugged series in 1995, the 
band included drummer Eric Carr 
and guitarist Bruce Kulick. 
Simmons and Stanley asked Criss 
and Frehley to join them for a few 
tracks. Behind the scenes, they were 
planning a full costumed KISS 
comeback that would reunit the 
original line up. Ace was drinking 
and drugging in excess and even 
though the reunion tour was a 
success, the reunion album (Psycho 
Circus) was not. By 2002, Frehley 
was out again, however, his stalled 
solo career was not ready to resume. 
Once he sobered up in 2006, his 
musical output began to return to a 
more respectable level. Anomaly 
(2009) was the first of a string of 
strong solo albums that culminated 
with 2024’s 10,000 Volts. It was 
rumored that Ace had another album 
in the works when he passed and 
there will be much speculation as to 
if and when that material will see the 
light of day. 

Happy to have survived his own 
demons, Ace still couldn’t quite 
remove himself from the KISS 
drama. His old band went out on 
their massive End of the Road tour 
with an final set of shows scheduled 
for Madison Square Garden in 
December of 2023. You can pick the 
version of the story that makes the 
most sense to you (if any make 
sense, that is). Simmons said, “We 
would welcome both Peter and Ace 
to come up and do a couple of songs 
during our last show(s).” Stanley 
told Howard Stern in the weeks 
before the final show, “If Peter and 
Ace are involved, we might as well 
call the band Piss.” Frehley 
wondered why he would have said 
this, but in the end noted, “Paul is 
talented but he is hot and cold. He 
sometimes says things that are nice 
and other times not so nice.” This 
would have been a hard ‘dis’ to 
ignore. 

Frehley himself oscillated 
between, “They wouldn’t meet my 
monetary demands to show up,” and 
“I was never asked to participate.” 
He modified that stance as the final 
show loomed saying, “I’m the kind 
of guy who never says ‘never’. I 
don’t hate Gene or Paul. We are rock 
and roll brothers. Peter, too.” It is 
too bad that Ace passed away before 
the band was honored at the 
Kennedy Center in December of 
2025, but the event gave Simmons 
and Stanley an opportunity to say 
nice things about their former 
guitarist. Simmons posted, “No one 
can touch Ace’s legacy. I know he 
loved the fans. He told me many 
times. Ace was the eternal rock 
soldier. Long may his legacy live 
on!” 

Similar sentiments poured in 
from guitarists around the world.  
R.I.P. Ace Frehley.

From the Vaults: 
Ace

The crucial role police play in 
health care

A patient in critical condition 
arrives at a hospital shortly after a 
car crash. Before the trauma team 
even sees them, a police officer has 
already described the scene and 
what happened. These critical 
details allow care to begin faster and 
safer, resulting in a better outcome 
for the patient. 

This is just one example of how 
law enforcement offers crucial sup-
port to the medical field. 

“Keeping people safe, keeping 
people healthy: that’s our shared 
mission,” said Mike Mock, Security 
Manager at Aspirus St. Luke’s. “It’s 
really a win-win relationship we 
have with law enforcement.” 

Police officers regularly offer 
the support health care teams need 
to care for patients. Here are just a 
few examples: 

• Secure scenes so paramedics 
and staff can work safely 

• Share details that help trauma 
teams prepare for critical patients 

• De-escalate disruptive or 
unsafe behavior in clinics or hospi-
tals 

• Partner on drug take-back pro-
grams, opioid response, and safety 
education 

• Coordinate with hospitals dur-
ing severe weather, mass casualty 
events, and drills 

At Aspirus St. Luke’s, this col-
laboration is built into daily opera-

tions as it is at many Aspirus loca-
tions. “Our relationship is super 
strong,” said Mike. “There’s direct 
communication between patrol offi-
cers and our security team from shift 
to shift.” 

Sergeant Joel Hopps oversees 
the Duluth Police Department’s 
behavioral health team and works 
closely with Mike on a regular 
basis. The primary call they respond 
to is disruptive behavior. “We’re 
here to make sure that no one gets 
hurt,” said Sergeant Hopps. 

The work isn’t easy. Officers are 
often called into unpredictable situ-
ations where emotions run high, 
particularly in hospital settings. 
Still, many continue year after year 
to protect and support the communi-
ties they call home. 

“Being a police officer and 
being part of the community is part 
of who I am. It’s why I wanted to 
become a cop,” shared Sergeant 
Hopps. “Working with Aspirus is 
another way to support my commu-
nity.” 

With January 9, marking Nation-
al Law Enforcement Appreciation 
Day, Mike shared a message of 
thanks. “From here in Duluth to 
across the country, thank you,” he 
said. “When law enforcement is 
engaged, present, and supportive, it 
makes a world of difference in 
health care.”

SNHU Dean’s List
Oliver Barger of Trout Creek, 

MI has been named to Southern 
New Hampshire University’s 
(SNHU) Fall 2025 Dean’s List. The 
fall terms run from September to 
December. 

Full-time undergraduate stu-
dents who have earned a minimum 
grade-point average of 3.500 to 
3.699 for the reporting term are 
named to the Dean’s List. Full-time 
status is achieved by earning 12 
credits over each 16-week term or 
paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, 
winter/spring, and summer. 

Southern New Hampshire Uni-
versity (SNHU) is a private, non-

profit, accredited institution with a 
93-year history of educating tradi-
tional-aged students and working 
adults. Now serving more than 
200,000 learners worldwide, SNHU 
offers approximately 200 under-
graduate, graduate, and certificate 
programs, available online and on 
its 300-acre campus in Manchester, 
NH. Recognized as one of the 
“Most Innovative” regional univer-
sities by U.S. News & World Report 
and one of the fastest-growing uni-
versities in the country, SNHU is 
committed to expanding access to 
high quality, affordable pathways 
that meet the needs of each learner.

 Abelman Clothing & Footwear

Open Sunday, 12 pm - 4 pm 
327 S. Sophie Street, Bessemer, MI 

906-663-4411 / 800-313-4776  
abelmanclothing.com

Oboz 
Womens’ Sphinx Pull-On Insulated Waterproof Boot

Originally $190.00, Sale Price $115.00 
200 grams of Primaloft Bioa insulation and B-Dry  

Waterproofing. Vibram XS-Trek Artic Grip Outsole

101 S. Cedar St

S u d o k u  M a n i a

Each Sudoku has a unique solution that can be reached logically 
without guessing. Enter digits from 1 to 9 into the blank spaces. 
Every row must contain one of each digit. So must every column, as 
must every 3x3 square.                                    Solution in this issue

https://email.meritpages.com/ss/c/u001.pzLsSHaO_trJDJO85aH7RcHaAWv4TsFugSyn3NQkYzk/4n2/owwG7RqURtSvq2tDvCs5Rg/h0/h001.JnWuZPehU_DtINGPmg8VxPqd0QmmG0lLic8eZ2p_gWo
https://email.meritpages.com/ss/c/u001.pzLsSHaO_trJDJO85aH7RcHaAWv4TsFugSyn3NQkYzk/4n2/owwG7RqURtSvq2tDvCs5Rg/h0/h001.JnWuZPehU_DtINGPmg8VxPqd0QmmG0lLic8eZ2p_gWo
https://email.meritpages.com/ss/c/u001.pzLsSHaO_trJDJO85aH7RcHaAWv4TsFugSyn3NQkYzk/4n2/owwG7RqURtSvq2tDvCs5Rg/h0/h001.JnWuZPehU_DtINGPmg8VxPqd0QmmG0lLic8eZ2p_gWo
https://email.meritpages.com/ss/c/u001.2MAbPpABZpoNwpazzwdE_qD67L0yD7_lS3IkvWrv_30/4n2/owwG7RqURtSvq2tDvCs5Rg/h1/h001.qAOzbM-ptfXocpVUPmNINm9ole7san5liexzpYakQL4
https://email.meritpages.com/ss/c/u001.2MAbPpABZpoNwpazzwdE_qD67L0yD7_lS3IkvWrv_30/4n2/owwG7RqURtSvq2tDvCs5Rg/h1/h001.qAOzbM-ptfXocpVUPmNINm9ole7san5liexzpYakQL4
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VFW Cribbage 

December 30, 2025 
S Morin & C Clark ................ 988 
J Pattison & K Bjorge ............ 931 
T Huotari & ML Weed ........... 925 
J Bauer & B Kero .................. 924 
D Morin & W Solberg ........... 922 
A Lobeck & P Coey ............... 913 
D Kempen & D Parker .......... 893 
L Kekke & P Bailey ............... 887 
HIGH GAME:  
J Bauer & B Kero .................. 130 
S Morin & C Clark ................ 130 
HIGH HANDS: None 
Barney: J Bauer & B Kero 

*****

Cats beat Dogs
By Jean Nordine 

The Ewen-Trout Creek girls bas-
ketball team picked up their first 
victory of the new year with a 48-37 
win over the visiting Hancock Bull-
dogs on January 6, 2026. 

Panther sophomore Bree Beso-
nen put the first points on the board 
putting the Cats out front where they 
remained the rest of the night. McK-
ayla Basel had seven first quarter 
points and by the end of the frame, 
the Panthers were in control, up 14 
to 8.  

The Panthers held the Bulldogs 
to just two buckets in the second, a 
triple and a two, while scoring 17 
points themselves. Leona Schutz 
popped in six points, McKayla 
added a hoop and Irelynd 
McGeshick had a hoop and harm. 
Bree Besonen led all scorers with 17 
points, six of those in the second 
stanza. By intermission the Panthers 
were well on their way to posting 
another W in the win column, up 31-
13. 

Each team had three three-point-

ers during the contest. Bree Besonen 
poured in a pair in the third where 
the Panthers added a dozen to their 
total, to take a 43-26 advantage into 
the last eight minutes of action. 
Emma Besonen had the other triple 
for E-TC, as she connected from 
beyond the arc to begin the final 
quarter.  

Hancock outscored the Panthers 
11 to 5 in the final stanza, resulting 
in a 48-37 E-TC win. 

BOX SCORES: 
Ewen-Trout Creek: Bree Beso-

nen 4 2 3 2-17, Leona Schutz 3 0 0 
0-6, Emma Besonen 2 1 2 2-9, Han-
nah Ferguson 0 0 0 1-0, McKayla 
Basel 3 0 3 1-9, Irelynd McGeshick 
3 0 1 2-7. Totals 15 3 9-11 8 48.  

Hancock: A. Larson 2 2 0 2-10, 
E. Chynoweth 3 0 0 3-6, L. Biekko-
la 0 1 0 1-3, R. Koskela 2 0 0 1-4, L. 
Pelli 0 0 0 3-0, A. Aho 6 0 2 2-14, B. 
L’Eperance 0 0 0 2-0. Totals 13 3 2-
8 14 37. 

Scoring by quarters: 
E-T C            14   31   43   48 
Hancock          8   13   26   37

Panthers fall to Bobcats
By Jean Nordine 

The Ewen-Trout Creek boys 
basketball team picked up a new 
opponent this season, as they hosted 
the Florence, Wisconsin Bobcats in 
roundball action at E-TC on January 
6.  

The Bobcats took an early lead 
as they spread the scoring around 
with all five starters finding success. 
Florence put up 19 first quarter 
points, to 13 for the Panthers. 
Cameron Logghe chipped in a buck-
et, while Brody Majurin had a hot 
hand from three-point land, draining 
a trio of treys to go along with a 
field goal for 11 first quarter points. 

E-TC outscored the Bobcats 10 
to 6 the second frame to keep the 
contest close, and only trailed by 
two at intermission, 25-23. Majurin 
was six of six from the charity 
stripe, with Easton Basel and 
Cameron Logghe adding hoops for 
the Panthers 10 points. 

It wasn’t until the second half 
that the Bobcats broke open the 
game. Florence nearly doubled their 
score in the third by posting 23 
points, while the Panthers added a 
dozen. With eight minutes left in the 
contest the Bobcats were in control, 

up 48-35. 
Panther sophomore, Brody 

Majurin was unstoppable in the 
final stanza. Majurin ripped the 
nylon with five triples in the fourth, 
scoring 21 fourth quarter points to 
add to the 24 he had in the prior 
frames. Majurin’s game high 45 
points wasn’t enough for the Pan-
thers to pull off a comeback and the 
Panthers fell to the Bobcats 72-60. 
Majurin finished the night with nine 
triples and four two point baskets 
and went ten of twelve from the free 
throw line. 

BOX SCORES: 
Ewen-Trout Creek: Brody 

Majurin 4 9 10 0-45, Cooper Moila-
nen 0 1 0 4-3, Everett Miles 0 0 0 1-
0, Easton Basel 1 0 0 2-2, William 
Anderson 0 0 2 2-2, Cameron Log-
ghe 4 0 0 2-8, Kaiden Stith 0 0 0 3-
0. Totals 9 10 12-14 14 60. 

Florence: C. Christman 3 0 3 0-
9, B. Steber 2 2 1 1-11, T. Setner 9 0 
0 4-18, B. Spears 5 2 1 3-17, D. Set-
ner 2 1 2 1-9, K. Larson 1 0 0 4-2, 
C. Reed 3 0 0 1-6. Totals 25 5 7-13 
14 72. 

Scoring by quarters: 
E-T C            13   23   35   60 
Florence        19   25   48   72

Gladiator girls battle Jets 
and Speedgirls
By Jean Nordine 

The Ontonagon Gladiators girls 
started off the year on the road in 
Painesdale, on Monday, January 
5th, where they fell to the Jeffers 
Jets, 54-34. The very next evening, 
on their own floor, the Gladiators 
bounced back with a big win over 
the visiting Bessemer Speedgirls. 

1/5/26 
In Jeffers, the Gladiators were in 

the thick of things for the first half 
of play, as they trailed by just one 
after eight minutes of play, 14-13, 
then tied the contest 25-25 at inter-
mission. 

Jeffers got on the board first by 
draining a triple, the first of seven 
for the Jets on the night. Kylee Uoti-
la led the Gladiators in scoring with 
eleven points. Uotila drained a triple 
for the first tie of the battle. Jeffers 
broke the ice with trey number two 
and proceeded to stay out front for 
the remainder of the frame. 

The Gladiators took their first 
and only advantage at 7:28 courtesy 
of Jenna Tarnowski’s hoop and 
harm. Ontonagon up 16-14. Howev-
er, the Jets tied the game and pro-
ceeded to go up by two. Once the 
Gladiators tied it up 18-all, the knot 
was broken in Jeffers favor, fol-
lowed by another triple for the Jets. 
As the quarter wound down, Jenna 
Tarnowski swished a triple, then 
Violet Amos hit a bucket as the horn 
sounded. All tied up 25-25 at inter-
mission. 

The third quarter of play was a 
disaster for the Gladiators. The Jets 
took the lead at 7:46 and proceeded 
to hold Ontonagon scoreless the 
entire frame. Ontonagon gave the 
ball away their first three posses-
sions with Jeffers capitalizing on 
each TO. Jeffers didn’t ease up and 
ended up scoring 19 points in the 
quarter, while the Gladiators com-
mitted nine turnovers, coupled with 
shooting 0 for 11 from the field. It 
wasn’t that the Gladiators were tak-
ing bad shots, the shots just weren’t 
falling. With eight minutes left in 
the game the Gladiators were in a 
deep hole, trailing 44-25. 

Jeffers added ten in the fourth, 
with Ontonagon chipping in nine for 
the final tally, Jeffers 54, Ontonagon 
34. 

1/6/26 
After falling to the Jets on Mon-

day, the Gladiators girls took an 
easy victory the following evening, 
when they hosted the Bessemer 
Speedgirls. 

There never was a doubt as to 
which team was the better one, as it 
was all Ontonagon the entire night. 
The Gladiators quickly jumped to a 
18-2 lead after one quarter. Onton-
agon held the Speedgirls to just one 
basket per quarter for the entire 32 
minutes of play. By intermission the 
Gladiators were up 31-5, then 43-8 
after three frames for a running 
clock. 

Kylee Uotila had the hot hand 
from three point land. Uotila led in 
scoring with 19 points and sank four 
threes. Also in double digits for 
Ontonagon was Summer Sties with 
16. With the 50-10 conference win 
over Bessemer, the Gladiators 
record now stands at 2-3. 

1-5-26 BOX SCORES: 
Jeffers 54 

Ontonagon 34 
Ontonagon: Violet Amos 4 0 0 

2-8, Summer Stites 3 0 0 3-6, Gracie 
Guzek 0 0 1 0-1, Jenna Tarnowski 1 
1 3 2-8, Kylee Uotila 4 1 0 2-11, 
Kylie Saari 0 0 0 1-0, Olivia Lock-
hart 0 0 3-0. Totals 12 2 4-6 13 34. 

Jeffers: L. Asiala 1 0 0 3-2, I. 
Rajala 3 0 0 1-6, K. Rautiola 1 3 1 1-
12, Makayla Helminen 1 1 0 5-5, 
Mia Nordstrom 4 1 1 3-12. Totals 13 
7 7-11 15 54. 

Scoring by quarters: 
Ontonagon    13    25    25    34 
Jeffers          14    25    44    54 

1-6-26 BOX SCORES: 
Ontonagon 50 
Bessemer 10 

Ontonagon: Violet Amos 2 0 0 
2-4, Summer Stites 2 2 6 3-16, Gra-
cie Guzek 2 0 0 1-4, Jenna Tarnows-
ki 0 0 0 3-0, Kylee Uotila 2 4 3 2-19, 
Olivia Lockhart 3 0 1 4-7. Totals 11 
6 10-12 15 50. 

Bessemer: Haylee Smith 1 0 0 0-
2, Marjorie Hoffenberg 1 0 1 1-3, 
Sarah Hoffenberg 1 0 1 3-3, A. 
Routsala 0 0 0 1-0, Haylee Elias 0 0 
0 3-0, Sophia Elias 1 0 0 2-2, N. 
Aufdencamp 0 0 0 4-0. Totals 4 0 2-
10 14 10.

POSITION VACANCY 
CTE Construction 
Trades Program 

Teacher 
 

The Gogebic-Ontonagon Intermediate School 
District is seeking applicants for a CTE Construction 
Trades Program Teacher for the 2026-27 school 
year. The CTE Construction Trades Program 
Teacher will teach a new CTE program called “CTE 
Construction Trades” (previously Building Trades). 
This program will serve all six local school districts 
within the GOISD. One program location will be in 
Gogebic County and one in Ontonagon County. 
GOISD will consider one full time position or two part-
time positions. Travel may be required.  
 

Qualifications: 
• Michigan Teaching Certification with endorsed 
subject area 46.0000 Construction Trades 

OR – Meets the Requirements of Annual Career      
Authorization  

4,000 Hours of Recent and Relevant Experience 
in   industry within the last ten (10) years 
• State of Michigan Licensure in Residential Building 
or Willingness to Obtain 
 

Essential Duties and Responsibilities: 
• Teach construction courses including residential 
building, blueprint reading, and tool safety 
• Plan appropriately for instruction to high school 
aged students 
• Utilize proper instructional resources to support 
teaching and learning 
• Successfully develop the program curriculum based 
on technical, industry and academic standards 
• Develop instructional design including course 
objectives, content and laboratory experiences 
• Demonstrate appropriate classroom management 
strategies 
• Maintain an active advisory committee 
• Monitor and evaluate student performance and 
provide appropriate feedback 
• Utilize a variety of teaching delivery methods 
• Participate in professional learning opportunities 
• Work cooperatively and collaboratively with 
community organizations, industry, post-secondary 
partners, and local school districts 
• Utilize community resources (field trips and/or guest 
speakers) 
• Provide student leadership and credential 
opportunities 
• Assist in the coordination of work-based learning 
opportunities and placements for students 
• Maintain a positive learning environment 
• Successfully create awareness and exposure of the 
program to help recruit future students 
• Stay current with industry needs and trends 
• Meet the program requirements developed by the 
Office of Career and Technical Education 
• Maintain a high level of professionalism, content 
knowledge, and communication skills 
• Manage annual projects - examples including 
residential building or remodeling and other student 
projects 
• Promote career exploration and workforce 
readiness in the trades 
Compensation:  Per the terms of the GOISDEA 
Master Agreement 
 

Reports to:  Ashley Nevins, Associate 
Superintendent of CTE 
 

How to Apply: 
Interested individuals should submit materials 
including, at a minimum, a resume, three letters of 
recommendation, copies of any certifications, and 
transcripts to: 

Shelby Walters 
Executive Assistant to the Superintendent 

Gogebic-Ontonagon Intermediate School District 
200 South Elm Street; PO Box 20 

Ewen, MI 49925 
 

Electronic submissions can be emailed to 
swalters@goisd.org  
 

Date Posted: December 17, 2025 
Closing Date: January 31, 2026 
 

Questions regarding this position may be directed to 
Ashley Nevins, Associate Superintendent of CTE, at 
anevins@goisd.org or 906-575-3438 ext. 200. 
 

The candidate selected for this position must pass a 
criminal background check and drug test before 
being recommended to the Board of Education.  
 
The Board of Education does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including sexual 
orientation or transgender identity), disability, age, 
religion, height, weight, marital or family status, military 
status, ancestry, genetic information, or any other legally 
protected category, (collectively, “Protected Classes”), in 
its programs and activities, including employment 
opportunities.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First in the Law ... Since 1938 
A Tradition of Excellence 

 

 t  Accidents & Injur ies     t  Wrongful  Death         t  General  Pract ice 
  t  Divorce & Family Law    t  Cr iminal  Defense       t  Estate Planning 
  t  Insurance Claims          t  Wi l ls  & Trusts           t  Probates 
  t  Real  Estate                   t  Elder  Law                 t  Business Law 
 

 

 Need A Lawyer?

 ACOBS 
cDONALD 
ILC 

 J 
M 
S 

(906) 932-0400 
www.ironwoodlaw.com 

319 East Aurora St. • Ironwood, MI 49938

Schools of Choice Notice 
Ontonagon Area School District 

701 Parker Ave, Ontonagon, MI 49953 
Office Phone: 906-813-0614 

 

Ontonagon School District has adopted resolutions to 
allow parents the choice of school districts for their chil-
dren. The Schools of Choice Plan was provided for in Sec-
tions 105 and 105(C) of the 1996 State Aid Act. The 
Ontonagon Area School District is participating in this 
program. 
 

Parents/Guardians should contact the superintendent or 
principal with questions regarding specific programs and 
classes. Vocational programming is not included in the 
Schools of Choice Plan since a cooperative agreement for 
the inclusion of students from all area schools already con-
trols area-wide vocational classes. Ontonagon is accepting 
enrollment. 
 

Applications for students are due to the district between 
January 9, 2026, and January 23, 2026. All students cur-
rently enrolled as Schools of Choice students need not 
reapply but may call the school district to verify their sta-
tus. 
 

By law, families who have children in Schools of Choice 
programs are given preference to other siblings, but other-
wise, all schools may not discriminate on the basis of race, 
sex, religious belief, or academic ability. 
 

Applications and details of program availability are avail-
able in the school office.

mailto:swalters@goisd.org
mailto:anevins@goisd.org


____________________________________________________________________________________ Wednesday, January 14, 2026 - Ontonagon Herald - page 7

Continued from Page 1 
Michigan. In FY25, Lottery retailers 
earned more than $300 million in 
commissions for the sixth straight 
year. The support the Lottery pro-
vides to public education and to 
businesses throughout the state is 
critical and far-reaching.” 

Since the Lottery began in 1972, 
it has contributed more than $30 bil-
lion to the School Aid Fund which 
supports public education programs 
in Michigan. In each of the last 
seven fiscal years, the Lottery has 
contributed more than $1 billion to 
the School Aid Fund, totaling nearly 

$8.7 billion in contributions over 
that seven-year span. 

Lottery retailers in Michigan 
earned more than $330 million in 
commissions in FY25. Since FY19, 
when the Lottery’s streak of billion-
dollar contributions to the School 
Aid Fund began, retailers have 
earned more than $2.3 billion in 
commissions. Lottery products are 
sold at more than 10,000 locations 
across Michigan, including both 
independently owned businesses 
and large chains. In FY25, more 
than 700 retailers sold $1 million or 
more in Lottery games. 

Michiganders won big playing 
Lottery games in FY25, taking 
home more than $2.8 billion in 
prizes. Since the Lottery began in 
1972, players have collected more 
than $58 billion in prizes. 

For each dollar spent on a 
Michigan Lottery ticket in FY25, 
approximately: 

• 63 cents went to players as 
prizes  

• 25 cents went to the School Aid 
Fund to support public education  

• 9 cents went to commissions 
for retailers and vendors  

• 3 cents funded the Lottery’s 
operations and administrative costs 

Under state law, all profits from 
the Lottery go to the School Aid 
Fund. Financial results reported in 
this release are unaudited and pend-
ing final review. Audited financial 
results and the Lottery’s Annual 
Comprehensive Financial Report 
are expected to be available early 
next year. 

The Lottery is also committed to 
promoting responsible gaming. 
Responsible gaming information 
and resources are available on the 
Lottery’s website at www.michigan-
lottery.com/responsible-gaming.

By Jean Nordine 
The Ontonagon Gladiators boys 

team began the new year on the road 
January 5th in Painesdale, where 
they fell 71-51 to their hosts. The 
following evening, Tuesday, Onton-
agon welcomed the Lake Linden-
Hubbell Lakes to the Gladiator 
Arena and put a “W” in the win col-
umn in an exciting 62-57 victory 
over the Lakes. 

1-5-26 
In Painesdale, the Jets set the 

tone immediately draining back to 
back three pointers. Before the 
frame was over the Jets had poured 
in two more triples and held a 17-10 
lead.  

When it rains, it pours. The Jets 
were landing everything they put 
up. Jeffers outscored Ontonagon 19-
13 in the second to hold a 36-23 
advantage at the break. On the night, 
Jeffers sank eleven long bombs 
from beyond the arc, five for the 
Gladiators. For Ontonagon, Mason 
Pestka sank a pair of treys in the 
second quarter, another in the third. 
Ryan Holmstrom and Jack Nelson 
also had triples during the evening.  

Kyle Nelson had six of his thir-
teen points in the third and shared 
high-scoring honors for Ontonagon 
with Mason Pestka. Jack Nelson 
also hit double digit with a dozen, 
four of those in the third, which 
ended with Jeffers up 57-40. 

The Jets were piloted by Landon 
Larson with 27 points. Jeffers 
outscored the Gladiators 14 to 11 in 
the fourth stanza for the final tally, 
Jeffers 71, Ontonagon 51. 

1-6-26 
On Tuesday, the Gladiators had 

to battle from behind to overcome a 
sixteen point deficit to earn a 62-57 
victory over the LL-H Lakes. The 
Lakes leading scorer Josh Daavattila 
was a beast in the paint and poured 
in eleven of his game high 26 points 
in the first quarter. The Lakes were 
up by 21-10 before Gladiator Kyle 
Nelson hit a triple at the buzzer to 
end the frame with Ontonagon down 
by eight, 21-13. 

Daavattila nailed a triple to start 
out the second quarter, as the Lakes 
went on a run, and opened the gap to 
29-13, for the largest deficit of the 
match. By intermission Ontonagon 
had sliced that margin to a mere four 
points, by outscoring the Lakes 16 
to 4 the rest of the frame. 

The Gladiators comeback began 
at 6:16 with a bucket from three-
point land by Kyle Nelson, then 
another trey by Jace Pestka. The 
comeback continued as both players 
added field goals and teammate Jack 
Nelson hit back to back jumpers. 
The quarter ended with Ontonagon 
just four points down, 33-29. 

The Lakes began the second half 
of play by scoring five quick points, 
putting the Gladiators down by nine, 
before the Gladiators rallied once 
more. Ryan Holmstrom had a hoop 
and harm, followed by buckets from 
Jace Pestka and Mason Pestka. By 
the end of three complete, Onton-
agon was down a nickel, 45-40. 

Both Kyle Nelson and Jace Pest-
ka had double digits on the night, 
each with 14 points, however Jack 
Nelson was the leading scorer for 
Ontonagon with 20. Mason Pestka 
scored to start the fourth, followed 
by Kyle Nelson hitting a bucket at 
7:00. At 6:20 Jack Nelson ripped the 
nylon with a triple and the Gladia-
tors had their first advantage, one 
they retained for the remainder of 
the game. However, things did get a 
little chaotic, before the dust was 
settled. Ontonagon looked as if they 

would run away with things, they 
went on a run and put the Lakes 
down 58-47 with two minutes left 
on the clock. The Lakes battled hard 
and with :36 on the clock Landon 
Larson, who led all with 27, hit a 
triple to pull the Lakes to down just 
one, 58-57. Brody Bobula scored at 
:20, then Ontonagon stole the ball 
with Jack Nelson capping off the 
night with a lay-in. Ontonagon wins 
62-58 over the Lakes. 

1-5-26 BOX SCORES 
Jeffers 71 

Ontonagon 51 
Ontonagon: Mason Pestka 2 3 0 

2-13, Kyle Nelson 5 0 3 1-13, Jack 
Nelson 4 1 1 4-12, Brayden Buzzo 1 
0 0 0-2, Ryan Weiner 0 0 0 2-0, 
Dyceson Drew 0 0 1 1-1, Brody 
Bobula 0 0 1 0-1 Ryan Holmstrom 2 
1 2 0-7. Totals 14 5 8-17 10 51. 

Jeffers: Bentley Kinnunen 3 0 0 
2-6, Evan Hiltanen 0 2 0 4-6, Brax-
ten Kinnunen 1 0 1 2-3, Kaden 
Whittaker 0 5 0 3-15, Landon Lar-
son 10 2 1 2-27, Levi Kinnunen 3 2 
1 2-13, Liam Kinnunen 0 0 0 1-0, 
Jory Kangas 0 0 0 1-0, Trevor Kan-
gas 0 0 0 1-0. Totals 17 11 4-7 18 71. 

Scoring by quarters: 
Ontonagon     10   23   40   51 
Jeffers            17   36   57   71 

1-6-26 BOX SCORES: 
Ontonagon: Mason Pestka 2 0 0 

1-4, Kyle Nelson 4 2 0 1-14, Jack 
Nelson 7 1 3 1-20, Jace Pestka 4 2 0 
1-14, Ryan Holmstrom 2 0 2 4-6, 
Brody bobula 2 0 0 0-4. Totals 21 5 
5-7 8 62. 

Lake Linden-Hubbell: Blake 
Lebo 5 1 1 3-14, Brad Davis 4 0 2 4-
10, Cody Thorton 1 0 0 2-2, Charlie 
Hainault 1 0 1 1-3, Josh Daavettila 7 
4 0 4-26, Travis Holbrook 1 0 0 0-2. 
Totals 19 5 4-5 14 57. 

Scoring by quarters: 
Ontonagon     13   29   40   62 
L L-Hubbell   21   33   45   57

All-Time Top Driver’s Bio

Racing History Racing Trivia

PRO RACING THIS WEEKPRO RACING THIS WEEK
Racing News, Stats & Trivia

a) Richard Petty c) David Pearson
b) Jeff Gordon d) Kevin Harvick

Bud Moore

Born: May 25th, 1925
Cup Wins: 63
Cup Top-Tens: 463
Cup Championships: 2

This Week's Racing News
The Road to Daytona

Before the Cup Series stars take the green flag for the 
Clash at Bowman Gray Stadium on February 1st, 
grassroots champions are getting their shot at the big time. 
The ARCA Menards Series recently named its participants 

for the "Road to Daytona" program. On January 9 - 10, young standouts 
like 16-year-old ARCA East champion Isaac Kitzmiller will make their first 
laps at Daytona International Speedway during the annual pre-race 
practice. Additionally, NASCAR announced a new partnership with the 
Florida Department of Transportation for the "America 250 Florida Duel at 
Daytona" on February 12th. This event will serve as a dual-purpose 
celebration of the nation’s 250th anniversary and a high-stakes qualifying 
battle for the 68th running of the Daytona 500.

Walter "Bud" Moore Jr., born May 25, 1925, in 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, was a World War II 
hero who became a pillar of NASCAR. At 19, 
Moore waded ashore at Utah Beach on D-Day as 
an Army machine gunner. He fought through the 
Battle of the Bulge and the Siege of Bastogne, 
earning two Bronze Stars and five Purple Hearts 
before his discharge as a sergeant in 1945. 
Moore’s transition to racing began as a "country 
mechanic" in Spartanburg. While he briefly drove 
in early NASCAR events, his greatest impact was 
in the garage. He served as the crew chief for 
Buck Baker's 1957 championship before founding 
Bud Moore Engineering in 1961. His team 
reached its peak immediately, securing back-to-
back Grand National titles in 1962 and 1963 with 
driver Joe Weatherly. Over 37 seasons, Moore’s 
cars earned 63 wins and 43 poles with legends 
like Dale Earnhardt and Bobby Allison. He also 
secured the 1970 SCCA Trans-Am title for Ford. 
Inducted into the NASCAR Hall of Fame in 2011, 
Moore remains one of the sport's most respected 
figures. Walter "Bud" Moore Jr. passed away in 
Spartanburg on November 27, 2017, at age 92.

Which driver holds the 
record for the most Cup 
Series championships with 
seven titles?

?

Answer: a) Known as "The King," Petty 
was the first to reach seven titles, later 
tied by Earnhardt and Johnson.

January 5, 1965  - On this date in 1965, 
NASCAR driver Billy Wade was tragically 
killed during a tire test for Goodyear at the 
Daytona International Speedway. Just 
months before his accident, Wade became 
the first driver in NASCAR history to win 
four consecutive races.

Fall fingerlings stocked in Michigan waters
This past fall, the Department of 

Natural Resources worked hard to 
stock fish in waters across Michigan 
— fish that will provide angling 
opportunities in seasons to come. 
The fall 2025 effort saw DNR crews 
stock seven different species at 76 
locations throughout the state: 
648,557 fish, weighing in at a total 
of 8.6 tons. 

“This was another exceptional 
fall fish stocking season, enhancing 
fishing opportunities throughout 
Michigan,” said DNR fish produc-
tion manager Aaron Switzer. “Com-
bined with successful spring and 
summer stocking efforts, the 2025 
total reached nearly 19.5 million 
fish stocked in Michigan’s waters.” 

The number and type of fish 
stocked vary by hatchery, as each 
facility’s ability to rear fish differs 
due to water supply and tempera-
ture. In Michigan, there are six state 
and three cooperative fish hatcheries 
that work together to produce the 
species, strains and sizes of fish 
needed by fisheries managers. These 
fish must then be delivered at spe-
cific times and locations for stock-
ing to ensure that they thrive. 

In general, fish are reared in 
Michigan’s state fish hatcheries any-
where from one month to 1.5 years 
before they are stocked. Most fish in 
Michigan are stocked in the spring, 
but some fish are stocked in the fall 
because they require less time and 
fewer resources to rear in hatcheries. 
Fall-stocked fish also may adjust 
better to new environments as they 
are younger and more adaptable to 
change. 

Seven species were stocked this 
fall: Atlantic salmon, brook trout, 
brown trout, lake trout, rainbow 
trout (Eagle Lake and steelhead 
strains), walleye and muskellunge. 

• Marquette State Fish Hatchery 
(near Marquette) stocked 27,915 fall 
fingerling and 250 adult brook trout 
that weighed a combined 3,022 

pounds. These fish were stocked at a 
total of 27 locations in the Upper 
Peninsula. 

• Oden State Fish Hatchery (near 
Petoskey) stocked 140,366 fall fin-
gerling rainbow trout that combined 
weighed 7,508 pounds and were 
stocked at four locations in the 
Upper and Lower peninsulas. 

• Thompson State Fish Hatchery 
(near Manistique) stocked 3,008 
Great Lakes strain muskellunge that 
weighed 304 pounds in Lake Hud-
son and Thornapple Lake. Thomp-
son also stocked 329,085 fall finger-
ling steelhead weighing 2,413 total 
pounds in six locations. 

• Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery 
(west of Kalamazoo) stocked 
64,532 fall fingerling steelhead 
weighing a combined 917 pounds in 
Crystal Lake. 

• Harrietta State Fish Hatchery 
(near Cadillac) stocked 17,548 fall 
fingerling brown trout and 24,520 
fall fingerling rainbow trout. These 
fish were stocked in four locations 
with a combined weight of 1,573 
pounds. 

DNR fisheries management 
units also stocked fall fingerling 
walleye this year. 

• Southern Lake Michigan Man-
agement Unit stocked 33,580 
Muskegon strain fall fingerlings 
weighing 1,373 total pounds in 20 
locations. 

• Central Lake Michigan Man-
agement Unit stocked 2,507 
Muskegon strain fall fingerlings 
weighing 160 pounds total in three 
locations. 

• Northern Lake Michigan Man-
agement Unit stocked Little Bay de 
Noc with 5,211 fall fingerlings (Lit-
tle Bay de Noc strain) weighing a 
combined 88 pounds in five loca-
tions; 2,815 of these walleye finger-
lings were raised in a co-op partner 
pond tended by the Bay De Noc 
Great Lakes Sportfishermen. 

The DNR welcomes visitors to 
its state fish hatcheries and interpre-
tive centers to see the fish rearing 
process and to learn about Michi-
gan’s waters. For more information 
or to plan your trip, visit 
Michigan.gov/Hatcheries. 

To find out if any fish were 
stocked in your favorite fishing 
spots, visit the DNR’s fish stocking 
database at michigandnr.com/fish-
stock/.

Seven species were stocked this fall: Atlantic salmon, brook trout, 
brown trout, lake trout, rainbow trout, walleye and muskellunge.

Gladiators fall to Jets, then topple Lakes

Jack Nelson, Ontonagon senior, takes it to the hoop in boys basketball 
action. Nelson popped in a dozen points in the Gladiators battle in 
Painesdale on January 5th, against the Jeffers Jets. The following 
evening Jack poured in 20 points at the Gladiators Arena, when he led 
Ontonagon to a 62-57 victory over visiting Lake Linden-Hubbell.

SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:
• Clean and repair leaky seams in your gutters and down spouts to prevent melting 

snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.
• Never allow snow to cover your natural gas meter or its pressure regulator or block 

your appliance exhaust vents.
• Please use caution when shoveling snow, plowing or snow blowing to avoid piling 

snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.
• Clear a path to the meter free from snow and ice for easy access.
• Remove soft snow build-up gently, using only a broom or your hand rather than a 

shovel that could damage the meter.
• Do not try to remove ice or frozen snow from the natural gas meter pressure regulator 

or piping. If you 昀nd your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen 
snow, do not attempt to remove the ice or use de-icer. Contact SEMCO ENERGY 
Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 

 

Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 31 
Pickup Only from 4 - 6 pm 

At UP North Cafe, Ontonagon 
Meals by Donation 

All Donations For Operation Graduation

Ad courtesy of 

Michigan Lottery Contributions over $1 billion 
to schools for 7th consecutive year

Sudoku Solution

http://www.michiganlottery.com/responsible-gaming
http://www.michiganlottery.com/responsible-gaming
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fhatcheries%3Futm_campaign=fall%2Bstocking%2B2025%26utm_medium=pr%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019b9e724b47-a8967fc2-50b1-4418-a7a4-b7efdc7c085a-000000/8YYt24X3vuBTPXxk6oaiXMJHdxTQO_QKdQ92-hf4hHc=439
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigandnr.com%2Ffishstock%2F%3Futm_campaign=fall%2Bstocking%2B2025%26utm_medium=pr%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019b9e724b47-a8967fc2-50b1-4418-a7a4-b7efdc7c085a-000000/1m098vRJLFnX2jbHPvTc5H_jlcpFJFr7-RcC6RMnt0c=439
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Focus on Faith 
By Kathleen Johnson

Consumer or Christian! 
There is so much going on in our 

current times that we sometimes for-
get what the core values are in our 
fast-paced lives. One thing I have 
noticed in recent culture is the use of 
media and communication to drive 
us to become consumers. Con-
sumers of social media and trending 
culture, with the bottom line being 
getting an individual to follow a per-
son, show, dress style, etc. In other 
words, that which is popular. To fol-
low the current trends, one must lit-
erally buy into the item being sold 
or promoted. I often wonder 
whether we have surrendered our 
free will to be popular, or at the very 
least to be seen as part of the accept-
able lifestyle being marketed. 

If we look closely at this promo-
tion of contemporary culture, there 
is a sinister side: control. For what-
ever reason, people seem eager to 
give their lives over to trends, fads, 
and consumer products that demand 
allegiance, if not at a cost. There is a 
subtext of control here. 

I am speaking as a Christian; my 
observations arise from studying 
human nature and recognizing that 
we are, as Christians, given a path. 
For the last three hundred years, 
religion has been under scrutiny. I 
think here of the thinker, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778). He 
was a philosopher of Naturalism. 
This idea was that the state of nature 
held the right path for society. Civi-
lized society made humans selfish, 
self-centered, and morally bankrupt. 
It was the freedom we have in being 
our natural self, in short, it was 
about society and the corruption that 
created social problems. These 
ideas, along with a whole bevy of 
other thinkers (John Locke, Voltaire, 
Hobbes, Kant, to mention a few). It 
was these thinkers who fueled the 
ideas of the French Revolution. A 
revolution that was more about a 
social change than the dynamics of 
government. The revolutions in both 
America and France were the prod-
ucts of new social thought. They 
saw religion as keeping our human 
nature grounded in a negative way, 
based on Faith. Christianity, for 
many of these thinkers, was not 
grounded in actual, factual, measur-
able ideas. Christianity was also 
associated with the realm of author-
ity, in which the Church and State 
were intertwined. This, in many 
instances, led to social unrest and 
violence over belief and the Church. 
It was in this pool of thinkers that 
new ideas emerged about the origins 
of power and authority. Recall that it 
was our own Thomas Jefferson, 
imbued by many of these ideas, who 
said in the Declaration of Independ-
ence that authority rests in the peo-

ple. These rights were given by God 
himself. Up until this time authority 
called “The Divine Right of Kings”, 
that is, the power to govern, came 
directly from God. The people, 
according to the new thought, were 
given the right to govern themselves 
as they were given this “Unalien-
able” right from God. Enlighten-
ment ideas sought not only to 
change the concept of authority but 
also to create a secular state in 
which Church and State were sepa-
rate. 

There is an understanding here 
that the governed in this new secular 
state would be of a Christian back-
ground. That morality would follow 
the Christian path but would not 
interfere with or impose demands 
on the government. Why would I 
bring this up? For several reasons. 
First, the United States has become 
a diverse society in which people 
follow divergent moral paths. The 
most consistent belief today is that 
society should be secular and toler-
ate many paths of moral behavior. 
But we have also become the largest 
market in the world, consuming 
more stuff than any other country on 
the globe. Is this a bad thing? Con-
suming things, fads, and celebrities 
has become the way we live our 
lives. Values grounded in Christian 
principles have become secondary 
to the acquisition of items that sig-
nal success and personal worth. As 
Christians abstract values come to 
life through use. What are these val-
ues? Compassion, empathy, care for 
others. In Christian shorthand, these 
are Faith, Hope, and Love. All of 
these abstracts are inherent in a 
Christian life. A Christian should 
reflect these values in both home 
and work. Many Christians today 
attend church, but it is lip service; 
they like the ideals of the Christian 
life but do not allow its teachings to 
affect their ordinary lives. Christian-
ity, I remind you, gives us the tools 
and grace to serve our families and 
community with the Truth. It instills 
humility and helps us embrace the 
responsibility for our actions. It pro-
vides an opportunity to amend our 
behavior and to respect all those we 
meet on our path. We are unique 
creations and we are loved by God. 
We do not need things to define our-
selves; we do not need to dress, buy, 
or follow ideologies that make us 
question our human value as indi-
viduals loved by God. When these 
values are lost, the pool of con-
sumerism and social acceptance of 
manufactured culture becomes a 
threat to our community life.  

“By your patient endurance you 
will win your souls” (Luke 21:19)

 OBITUARIES
C o m m u n i t y  C h u r c h e s

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
    Northiron Church, Sunday Services and Kids Church 10:45am, live 
stream available at northiron.churchcenter.com. Celebrate Recovery Tues-
days at 6:30, Royal Rangers and Mpact Girls Wednesday from 6:30-8pm, 
Small Groups Wednesday 6:30-8pm, Northiron Youth Night in L’Anse 
Thursday 5-9 open to ALL youth 6th-12th. Northiron Ontonagon address is 
104 Steel St (906-485-5561). 
    Calvary Temple, Trout Creek, 187 Division Street, Sunday School,        
9 a.m., Sunday Worship, 10 a.m. 

BAPTIST 
    Ontonagon Baptist Church, Ontonagon, 615 Greenland Road. Phone: 
884-2453. Sunday: Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; Morning Worship, 11 a.m.; 
Evening Service at 6 p.m. Wednesday: Bible Study and Prayer Time, 7 p.m. 
Pastor Virgil Ruchti. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
    Christian Science Church, 209 W. Montezuma Ave, Houghton (at stop 
sign above lift bridge, before Fine Line Tire). Sunday Service & Sunday 
School 10:30 am. cs.houghton.mi@gmail.com 

CATHOLIC 
    Holy Family Catholic Church, (515 Pine Street, Ontonagon) Sunday: 
Confessions 8:30 a.m., Mass at 9:00 a.m. - Fr. Michael Jacobus, Pastor 906-
884-2569 
    St. Mary Catholic Church, (11 Elm Street, Rockland) 1st and 3rd Sat-
urday of the month: Confessions 5:30 p.m., Mass at 6:00 p.m. - Fr. Michael 
Jacobus, Pastor, 906-884-2569 
    St. Jude Catholic Church, (8 Cedar Street, White Pine) 2nd and 4th Sat-
urday of the month: Confessions 5:30 p.m., Mass at 6:00 p.m. - Fr. Michael 
Jacobus, Pastor, 906-884-2569 
    St. Ann Catholic Church, (401 Elm Street, Bergland) 1st weekend of 
month Saturday Confessions 3:30 p.m., Mass 4:00 p.m.; 2nd thru 4th Sun-
day: Confessions 10:30 a.m., Mass 11:00 a.m. - Fr. Michael Jacobus, Pastor, 
906-884-2569 
    Sacred Heart Catholic Church, (201 Birch Street, Ewen) 1st weekend 
of month Sunday Confessions 10:30 a.m., Mass at 11:00 a.m.; 2nd thru 4th 
Saturday: Confessions 3:30 p.m., Mass 4:00 p.m. - Fr. Michael Jacobus, 
Pastor, 906-884-2569 

LUTHERAN 
    Apostolic Lutheran Church, 15121 W. State Highway M-28, Bruce 
Crossing. Church Phone 827-3241. Sunday School 12 pm, Worship Service 
at 1 pm. Communion on 2nd Sunday. 
    Apostolic Lutheran Church, M-28, Watton, MI 49970. Sunday Wor-
ship services at 11:00 am, 1st Sunday with Communion. 
    Bethany Lutheran (WELS) - M-28 West, Bruce Crossing. Rev. Caleb 
Raasch. Sunday Worship 3:30 pm ET 
    First Lutheran Church - ELCA, M-26, Winona, 883-3602, Sunday 
Service 12:30 pm (May through December) 
    New Evangelical Lutheran Parish: Pastor Kay S. Richter. pastork-
srichter@gmail.com  Parsonage: (906)988-2318  Parish Office (906) 988-
2594. Parish e-mail: flc@jamadots.com On Facebook at the New Evangel-
ical Lutheran Parish Page. 
    First Lutheran Church - ELCA, Ewen, (906) 988-2594, Worships - 1st, 
2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at 11:00 am. 
    Our Saviour Lutheran Church - ELCA, Paynesville, 988-2594, Wor-
ships - 3rd and 5th Sunday of the month at 11:00 am. 
    Trinity Community Lutheran Church - ELCA, Trout Creek. Services: 
Third Sunday-December 15, 11:00 am; Christmas Eve, 4:00 pm with Holy 
Commumion. 
    Redeemer Free Lutheran Church - AFLC - By the bridge, 315 S. Steel 
St., Ontonagon, MI 49953; 906-884-4028; Pastor Jim Johnson, 218-770-
0693. Website: Redeemerfree.com; Sunday worship 9 am. Coffee and fel-
lowship following the service; 10:45 am Sunday School (all ages). Holy 
Communion - last Sunday of the month; Wednesday 8 am Men’s breakfast 
and Bible Study; 12 pm worship and silent prayer; 7 pm Bible Study; Thurs-
day 10:30 am Ladie’s Bible Study; Last Friday of the month, 6 pm, Game 
Night. For prayer concerns, call Edith at 906-884-4194. 
    St. Paul’s Lutheran Church - ELCA, 1409 Ridge, Mass City, 883-
3602. Services 10:30 am with Holy Communion weekly. Souper Commu-
nity Meal on the second Monday of each month 3-6 pm, all welcome. 
Wednesday Bible Adventures for children age 4 through 6th grade 4:00 pm-
5:00pm when school is in session. Pastor Bill Jacobson. All are welcome. 
    St. Paul Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod, 107 E. River Street, 
Ontonagon, MI 49953. Bible Study - Wednesdays 10 am, Church School - 
Wednesdays 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm, Worship Service - Sundays 9 am, all at 
church. Message Tree - Dial 906-884-4788 and follow prompts. 
    Siloa Lutheran Church - ELCA, 218 E. River Street, Ontonagon, (906) 
884-2655. Pastor Bill Jacobson. Worship Services - Sundays 9:00 am. 
    Trinity Lutheran Church - LCMS, Bergland. Worship, 9 am Holy 
Communion each Sunday.  
    Wainola Lutheran Church - LCMC, 223 Mud Creek Road, Mass City.  
Services 10:00 am Sunday. Mike Kocher 906-883-3162. 

METHODIST 
    Bergland UMC: Rev. Ted Trudgeon. Worship Service at 11:00 am. 
    Ewen UMC: Rev. Ted Trudgeon. Worship Service at 9:00 am. 
    Ontonagon Circuit UMC: 109 Greenland Road. Pastor Pete LeMoine. 
Sunday 9:00 am Worship Services. Holy Communion First Sunday of the 
month. Office phone 906-884-4556. 
    Rockland St. Paul’s UMC: 50 National Avenue. Pastor Pete LeMoine. 
Second Sunday service time 9:00 am. Holy Community second Sunday. All 
other Sunday services at 10:15 am. Circuit office phone 906-884-4556, 
Church phone 906-886-2851. 
    Wakefield UMC: Rev. Ted Trudgeon. Worship Service at 12:30 pm 
    White Pine UMC: Sunday Service 11:00 am. Pastor Pete LeMoine. 
www.whitepinecommunityumc.org, Phone 906-885-5419. 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST 
    Seventh-day Adventist Church, Greenland, MI, corner of State Hwy 
M38 and North Firesteel Roads. Saturday Worship 10 am, Sabbath School 
11:30 am. Sean Brizendine and and C. Raymond Holmes, Co-Pastors. 

NON DENOMINATIONAL 
    Bruce Crossing Bible Church, 15089 Maplewood Rd. Sunday Service 
at 10 am. Praise and Prayer Service on the 1st Thursday of each month at 7 
pm Pastor Chris Daily 827-3614. 
    Greenland Community Church: 1002 Ridge Road. Sunday services 
10:00 am with Communion at 9:00 am on third Sunday of Month. 
Church phone 906-883-3141.

Russell Huhti 
Russell Huhti, 78, of Greenland, MI, passed away 

on December 19, 2025 in hospice in Green Bay, WI. 
Russell was born on January 1 1947, to Walter and 

Ellen Huhti of Greenland. He went to school at Mass 
High School, graduating in 1965, afterwards honorably 
serving his country in the US Army in Vietnam. He 
worked for and retired from the United States Forest 
Service and thereafter spent many winters in New Mex-

ico. 
A lifelong athlete, he is remembered for teaching his nieces and 

nephews his skills in baseball (pitching especially) and basketball. Russell 
also earned many accolades in horseshoes, participating in many leagues 
and tournaments. A lover of the outdoors, he was a passionate hunter and 
the best uncle to go fishing with. 

Russell is survived by multiple nieces and nephews in Wisconsin. 
He is preceded in death by his parents, Walter and Ellen Huhti; sister, 

Marilyn (Moran) of Watertown, WI; and brothers, Eli (Junior) Huhti of 
Ontonagon and Dale Huhti of Watertown, WI. 

A ceremony will be held at a date in late spring or early summer of 2026 
with burial at Maple Grove Cemetery in Greenland. Arrangements are by 
Cane Funeral Home. 

Russell’s family wishes to extend their sincere thanks to the staff at St. 
Mary’s Medical Center and Unity Hospice in Green Bay as well as friends 
and neighbors Todd Warner, Arnold Aho, and Al and Sharon Johnson for 
their support. 

 

Dorothy Jean Kersten 
Dorothy Jean Kersten was born on April 4, 1944, to 

Carmen and Henry Pole and joined her love, Ike, in the 
clouds on Friday, December 19, 2025. 

Dorothy married the love of her life, Ike Kersten, on 
May 13, 1967, at the Lutheran Church in Bruce Cross-
ing. 

She is survived by two children, Cammie (Robert) 
Garrison and Richard (Darcy) Kersten, eleven grand-

children, twenty-three great-grandkids, three sisters and two brothers, along 
with numerous nieces, nephews, and other relatives and friends. 

She is preceded in death by her husband, parents, two sisters, a daughter 
and a granddaughter. 

Dorothy held many different jobs through the years. The job she 
absolutely loved was taking care of all of her family. 

She will be missed more than words can say. 
The Celebration of Life will be held at the Trout Creek American Legion 

Post #494, on Saturday, June 6 beginning at 2:00 p.m. 
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Hildebrand Funeral Home & 

Cremation Specialists, 24 E. Davenport Street, Rhinelander, Wisconsin, 
54501, phone 715-365-4343. Everyone is invited to leave an online condo-
lence at www.hildebrandrussfh.com. 

 

Marmaduke John Trebilcock 
Marmaduke John “Duke” Trebilcock passed away 

on January 8, 2026 at his home in Ontonagon, Michi-
gan at the age of 86 with his family by his side. 

Duke was born on November 12, 1939 in Onton-
agon, Michigan to Marmaduke A. and Bertha S. 
(White) Trebilcock. He attended school and lived all of 
his life in Ontonagon, with the exception of moving 
with his father in Pensacola, Florida for a short time in 

his teenage years. He married Nancy Wirkkala on July 20, 1963 and made 
their home in Ontonagon and raised three daughters. They have been mar-
ried for 62 years. 

He worked on tug boats and his father’s shrimp boat while living in Pen-
sacola Florida. He moved back to Ontonagon in 1960. He worked multiple 
other jobs before starting at the paper mill. He retired in 2005 after 43 years 
of employment. 

He loved spending time with his family and friends. He was very 
involved with his grandchildren in their activities including hockey, Boy 
Scouts, sports, and various others. Best remembered for his love of dancing; 
he never missed a song. He loved the great outdoors and enjoyed fishing, 
camping at Bob Lake, rides on his side by side, and driving his tractors and 
dune buggy that he built himself. He had lots of hobbies, but his favorites 
were building his model train set, wooden puzzles, making fishing lures, 
and was a jack of all trades. He was an avid Red Wings fan and rarely 
missed a game. 

Duke is survived by his wife, Nancy Wirkkala Trebilcock; daughters, 
Kelly (Greg) Litts of Ontonagon, Colleen (Thomas) Owens of Escanaba, 
and Charlotte (Matthew) Morgan of Ontonagon; grandchildren, Rachel 
(Tyler) Rehak, Brandon (Kylee) Owens, Michael (Stacy) Morgan, Michele 
(Robert) Kallman, Nathaniel Morgan, and Ryan Wayman; great-grandchil-
dren, Bella Berger, Lachlan Owens, Connor Rehak, Gemma Rehak, Lyla 
Owens and baby on the way, Caleb Marmaduke Rehak, who is due to arrive 
around February 7, 2026; sisters, Meriea Carlton of Green Bay and Rose-
mary Smith of Green Bay; and other extended family. 

Duke is preceded in death by his parents, Marmaduke Allen Trebilcock 
and Bertha White Kullman; sister, Mabel Morien; and brother, Galen 
Doughty; and other extended family. 

The family would like to thank the Aspirus Hospice staff for their care, 
compassion and support. Thanks to the family and friends that supported us 
during this difficult time with your prayers and thoughtfulness. Lastly, 
thanks to Cane Funeral Home for their guidance through this difficult time. 

A celebration of life will take place in the spring when all of the imme-
diate family will be able to attend.

PROGRAM MANAGER 
 
Copper Country Mental Health, a four-county com-
munity mental health center, is recruiting a Program 
Manager in our Baraga County office. This individual 
will be responsible for the overall programmatic and 
fiscal concerns of the center; which includes supervi-
sion of the Client Services Managers and the Com-
munity Support Department who provide services to 
individuals with a mental illness. Candidates must 
possess a Bachelor’s degree in a Human Services 
field and clinical and supervisory experience is pre-
ferred. Competitive salary with excellent fringe bene-
fits. Send resume to Dawn Gibson, Human 
Resources Director, Copper Country Mental Health, 
901 W. Memorial Drive, Houghton, MI  49931.  EOE.

ATTENTION  
MBE/DBE/DVB/WBE 

 

MD Contracting, Inc of 16398 Wanttaja Road, Baraga 
MI is requesting bids from the following MBE, DBE, 
DVB and WBE MDOT Prequalified for a project at the 
Schuster Airfield in Ontonagon, MI. 
 

Project name Phase II Runway Obstruction. 
 

Bids are due no later than January 14, 2026 at 9:00 AM 
Eastern Time. Plans can be obtained at 
WWW.QUESTCDN online. 
 

MD Contracting, Inc is an Equal Opportunity Employer 
(EEO) and will take affirmative steps to ensure that all 
Minority Businesses and all labor surplus and area firms 
are to be used when possible. MD Contracting, Inc will 
provide its EEO Policy upon request and is posted at their 
office located at 16398 Wanttaja Rodd, Baraga MI 
49908. 
 

Please send bids to MD Contracting, Inc prior to the 
mentioned date and time above.

Herald Office Hours 
 

Friday - Friday 
9am - 1pm 

 
Phone 906-884-2826 

Email: Herald@OntonagonHerald.com

http://www.hildebrandrussfh.com/
http://WWW.QUESTCDN
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Health care is a lot of things, but the best care is human.

We check your pulse,
but what we see...is YOU.

Find the right primary care provider 
for you and your family.
call  833.811.4176
visit  aspirus.org

_______________________ 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
_______________________ 
HELP WANTED: Free-
lance writer positon open for 
weekly hometown newspa-
per. Need coverage of local 
government meetings and 
general happenings. Please 
send resume & references to: 
326 River St, Ontonagon, MI 
49953 or email herald@ 
ontonagonherald .com.(tf02) 
 
 

_______________________ 
 

FOR SALE 
_______________________ 
FOR SALE: E-MOTO 
Ridge 4.5 electric bicycle. 
Pedal assist with a 6-speed 
Shimano-Derailleur system, 
step thru-frame. New 24-volt 
battery with charger. Range 
about 20 miles if you pedal 
assist. Full fenders, shock-
absorbing front fork, luggage 
rack. This is a very high 
quality commuter bicycle. 
$500 (906) 884-6886. (tf33) 
_______________________ 

 
PETS/ANIMALS 

_______________________ 
OCAP: Help animals. Send 
donations/correspondence 
PO Box 315, Ontonagon MI 
49953. Website: ocappaws. 
org.Facebook.com/ocap-
paws. Shelter open Saturday 
1:00 - 4:00 pm. Or by 
appointment 906-884-2500 
and leave contact informa-
tion. Cans for OCAP bin at 
Ontonagon Herald, 326 
River Street, Ontonagon. MI 
returnable cans & bottles 
only. Report animal issues to 
Ontonagon Co. Sheriff Dept 
906-884-4901.   (tf) 
_______________________ 
 
 

_______________________ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
_______________________ 

*** 
KINSHIP SUPPORT 

PROGRAM 
Are you a grandparent 

raising grandchildren or a 
relative 55 years of age or 
older caring for a family 
member's child? UPCAP is 
here to help. UPCAPs kin-
ship program supports fami-
lies across the UP. Offering 
compassionate support to 
help with temporary finan-
cial assistance, respite care, 
guardianship, adoption, and 
much more. Please call for 
assistance, dial 2-1-1 and ask 
for kinship assistance 

*** 
AA MEETINGS 

   MONDAY: 7:30 pm, 
Open. Ontonagon United 
Methodist Church basement, 
109 Greenland Road. 
   WEDNESDAY: 7:30 pm, 
Closed Bruce Crossing Fire 
Hall, M-28. 
   THURSDAY: Closed 7:30 
pm, St. Jude Catholic Church 
hall, 8 Cedar Street, White 
Pine. 
   FRIDAY: 7:30 pm, Open.  
Ontonagon United Method-
ist Church basement, 109 
Greenland Road. 

*** 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

COMM MEETINGS 
The Michigan Human 

Trafficking Commission has 
scheduled six meetings in 
2026, to be held at Williams 
Building at 525 W. Ottawa 
Street, Lansing and are 
accessible remotely via 
Microsoft Teams. The Com-
mission invites survivors of 
human trafficking, advocacy 
groups, law enforcement 
partners, and members of the 
public to join their upcoming 
meetings from Noon to 1:30 
p.m. scheduled for: 

• March 23 
• May 11 
• July 20 
• September 14 
• November 9 
The mission of the Michi-

gan Human Trafficking 
Commission as set forth by 
the 2014 Human Trafficking 
Commission Act includes: 

• Identifying sources for 
grants that will assist in 
examining and countering 
human trafficking in this 
state and applying for those 
grants when appropriate. 

• Funding research pro-
grams to determine the 
extent and nature of human 
trafficking in Michigan. 

• Providing information 

and training regarding 
human trafficking to: Police 
officers, Prosecutors, Court 
personnel, Health care 
providers, Social services 
personnel, and Other indi-
viduals the commission con-
siders appropriate. 

• Collecting and analyzing 
information regarding 
human trafficking in Michi-
gan. 

• Identifying state and 
local agencies within Michi-
gan and other states, as well 
as within the federal govern-
ment, that are involved with 
issues relating to human traf-
ficking, and coordinating the 
dissemination of information 
regarding human trafficking 
in Michigan to those agen-
cies. 

• Reviewing existing serv-
ices available to assist 
human trafficking victims, 
including crime victim assis-
tance, health care, and legal 
assistance, and establishing a 
program to make those vic-
tims better aware of the serv-
ices available to them. 

• Establishing a program 
to improve public awareness 
of human trafficking. 

• Reviewing existing state 
laws and administrative rules 
relating to human trafficking 
and making recommenda-
tions to the legislature to 
improve those laws and rules 
to address human trafficking 
violations in Michigan.  

Additional information on 
the Attorney General's 
human trafficking initiative, 
including prosecutions and 
laws, is available on the 
Attorney General's website 
(https://www.michigan.gov/
ag/initiatives/human-traf-
ficking). 

*** 
ONTONAGON 

COUNTY CHAMBER 
   Monthly, 2nd Wednesday, 
5 pm, meeting at Cane Court 
Community Room. Not 
affiliated with National 
Organization and not politi-
cally charged. 

*** 
LAKE SUPERIOR 

SPORTSMAN’S CLUB 
Indoor range is open for 

pistol shooting: Thursday 
evenings 6:00 – 8:00 PM  
and Saturdays 12:00 noon – 
5 PM, public welcome, 
31433 W State Hwy M64, 
1.5 Miles East of Silver City, 
www.lakesuperiorsports-

mansclub.org. 
*** 

ADULT DIABETES  
SUPPORT GROUP 

   Aspirus Keweenaw Hospi-
tal & Clinics holds the Dia-
betes Support Group in 
Calumet. The group is 
designed to help people man-
age their diabetes, held the 
second Wednesday of month 
1 – 2 pm at Calumet Public 
Library. 
   The Diabetes Support 
group is designed to provide 
participants with resources 
to better manage diabetes. 
   Discussion topics will 
include helpful care tips, risk 
reduction, healthy coping 
and prevention. 
   Beth Cook, RDN, regis-
tered dietitian and certified 
diabetes care and education 
specialist at Aspirus 
Keweenaw hosts. Meetings 
are free and open to public 
for those with diabetes, their 
family, friends or those who 
want to learn more. More 
info 906-337-6078. 

*** 
NARCOTICS 

ANONYMOUS 
We meet in the basement 

of the Holy Family Catholic 
Church, Ontonagon, Tues-
days at 7 p.m. all are wel-
come. 

*** 
SAVVY CAREGIVER 

WORKSHOP 
Registration is underway 

for Savvy Caregiver, a 
nationally recognized educa-
tional training program for 
family members caring for a 
loved one with Alzheimer’s 
Disease, dementia or memo-
ry loss and are living at 
home. 

Savvy Caregiver is 
designed to give caregivers 
relevant knowledge, skills, 
and mastery to support the 
person living with dementia 
and to take care of them-
selves. Topics include infor-

mation about Alzheimer’s 
and related dementias, the 
role of confusion and its 
effects on behavior, the 
stages of dementia, and how 
to keep the person engaged 
and involved in daily activi-
ties. Decision making for 
difficult issues caregivers 
often face and caregiver self-
care exercises are also high-
lighted. Savvy Caregiver 
participants report increased 
confidence and ability to 
manage their caregiving, and 
lower depression and bur-
den. 

The workshop has 6 week-
ly sessions, each lasting 2 
hours, and will be held on 
Thursdays, January 15 - Feb-
ruary 19, 2026 from 1:30 - 
3:30 pm Eastern, via Zoom. 

Savvy Caregiver is offered 
by Upper Peninsula Com-
mission for Area Progress 
(UPCAP). There is no charge 
for this workshop, but regis-
tration is required. Class size 
is limited. Registration ends 
when the class is full or on 
December 15. 

To register, visit 
www.upcap.org, click on 
Events, or dial 2-1-1 Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. (EST) for assistance. 

*** 
MI-TRALE  

CLUB MEETING 
For virtual attendance, we 

now have Zoom available, 
along with the strictly 
audio/phone method. To 
attend virtually, please email 
this address for the connec-
tion information, mitrale.pr 
@gmail.com. 

Feel free to stop in for the 
meetings. Our future Meet-
ings and Events are found on 
our website (www.mi-
trale.org) under the Club 
Stuff tab, Calendar option. 

MI-TRALE has over 500 
miles of trails to maintain 
and currently has 8 people 
volunteering to help. The 

club has trail maintenance 
vehicles available with all 
the tools you need. One is 
located at the north end of 
the system and one at the 
south end. If you would like 
to take a section of trail 
please contact mitrale.trail-
manager@gmail.com. 

*** 
ONTONAGON FOOD 

PANTRY  
   The food pantry has been 
relocated to the back 
entrance of St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, 122 Greenland 
Road, Ontonagon, across the 
street from the old high 
school. The phone is 906-
884-4978. Please leave  mes-
sage, include phone number, 
and someone will call you, 
Donations appreciated. 

*** 
VIRTUAL CAREGIVER 

SUPPORT GROUP 
   Family caregivers often 
report feeling isolated, 
stressed, and overwhelmed 
as they care for their aging 
parents, spouse, friend or 
other family member with a 
long-term illness or dis-
abling condition. 
   Support groups provide a 
safe place where to get social 
support, learn from others, 
discuss caregiving skills, and 
talk confidentially with other 
family caregivers.  
   UPCAP’s Virtual Caregiv-
er Support Group, for UP 
family caregivers, is accept-
ing new members. The group 

is facilitated by a moderator 
and meets virtually, 2-3 pm, 
2nd Tuesday each month.  
   A device with internet 
connection, webcam, micro-
phone and email address 
needed to participate. Regis-
tration required call 
(906)217-3019 or email: 
caregivers@upcap. org 

*** 
ROCKLAND LEGION 

BINGO 
Rockland American 

Legion Post 92 Bingo game 
is closed for the winter. We 
appreciate everyone that 
makes our game a success. 
We will open again in April 
of 2026 

*** 
BUELLWOOD 

WEAVERS AND FIBER 
ARTS GUILD 

The Buellwood Weavers 
and Fiber Arts Guild invite 
interested fiber artists to our 
monthly meeting at 1:00 Sat-
urday, January 17 at the 
Finnish-American Folk 
School studio—room 105 on 
the lower level of Skyline 
Commons in Hancock. Park 
and enter at the lower 
entrance around the back of 
the building, or alternately 
the side entrance if that road 
is not plowed and take the 
elevator to the 1st floor 
(basement level). Email John 
at jegale@att.net or call 
Melissa at 906-221-5306 for 
more information.  

*** 
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CLASSIFIEDS
BIG  deals

 

PAT’S 
MOTORSPORTS 

(906)883-3536 
www.pats motorsports.com 

Yamaha, Polaris,  
Cub Cadet & Ariens

 

PAT’S 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

 

Rental Units Available! 
T76 Skid Steer 
T66 Skid Steer 

E35 Mini Excavator 
E42 Mini Excavator 

Also trailers & multiple attachments 
 

(906)883-3800 
www.patsheavyequipment.com

http://www.lakesuperiorsportsmansclub.org
http://www.lakesuperiorsportsmansclub.org
http://www.upcap.org
http://www.mi-trale.org/
http://www.mi-trale.org/
mailto:mitrale.trailmanager@gmail.com
mailto:mitrale.trailmanager@gmail.com
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Thank you, Patricia O’Connor 
River Forest, IL 

for sponsoring the Kids Page this week


